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HOW TO GET 
THEM OUT 


Guarantees ; Limiting 


the Liability 


The ylogramme outlined in the adjacent 
article will require for its realization propa- 
ganda and organization which will take 
considerable time. 

In the meantime we must use to the full 
all the available facilities for rescue. 


HE War Resisters’ Inter- 
national have asked for 
guarantees and penetally! 
acknowledge the three personal 


guarantees received. 

They have explained that they have to} 
provide the Home Office with a guarantor | 
for each refugee they bring over. The 
guarantee is not a thing which can easily 
be given, because it requires of the guar- 
antor an undertaking that the refugee will 
not become a charge upon the State, 
although he is not allowed to take employ- 
ment and it is at present uncertain where 
he can finally settle. 

Despite these difficult conditions John 
Barclay, Group Secretary of the Peace 
Pledge Union, immediately gave his per- 
sonal guarantee. Within three days the 
Home Office visa had been cabled to 
Vienna and the man will be leaving imme- 
diately. As many of our friends are in 
concentration camps, it will take consider- 
ably longer than this to get them away. 


COLLECTIVE GUARANTEE 


Here is how the liabilits: may be limited— 

One personal guarantee is given; a Peace 
Pledge Union Group gives to the guarantor its 
collective guarantee and at once opens a Post 
Office account for the refugee, collecting and’ 
banking £1 per week. 

The War Resisters’ International bring the 
refugee over and with the help of the Peace 
Pledge Union, endeavour to find hospitality for 
him for as long as possible. 

At the end of one year, should an opening 
abroad be found for him, there will be £50 1n 
the bank to pay his fare and give him a start. 

Should he, however, not be able to go abroad 
by then, further efforts will have to be made to 
find hospitality, and at the worst at the end of 
3 years, when there will have accumulated £150 
at the Bank, it will be possible to pay his fare 
to one of the South American States and to 

(Continued on rage 6.) 
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OPEN 


have © startli ngly 


refugee problem. 


This has found expression in the protests of statesmen and other 
leaders of public opinion, and in the formation of committees for 


the organization of relief. 


The time seems now opportune for a coordination of these ill-related 
efforts in the tackling of the refugee problem as a whole, and the exercise of 
strong and unremitting pressure on the British Government to take the lead for 
the greater and more expeditious evacuation of these hunted thousands from 
the countries that will no longer concede them the most elementary human rights. 


ET there be no mistake about it—the 
pressing need now is to get the victims 
out of Germany, Czechoslovakia, Poland 
and elsewhere. When their mere con- 
tinued presence in these countries is a 
daily menace to their lives, it is a paltry 
boon to these despairing people to offer 
them food, clothing and the like. There 
can be no criticism of relief as such; but 
there is a deadly danger that we shall 
think it enough. 


Hlow are we to get them out? How can 
we help them to a new start in life in this 
country or elsewhere? 


These are the questions which must be 
answered by all who feel deeply for these 
unfortunates—questions which constitute 
a challenge to all who cherish civilized 
standards of living, a challenge uttered 
agonizedly by the innocent and tragically 
suffering outcasts of barbarian Central 
Europe. 


LET us endeavour to force our Govern- 
ment to play its full part in answering 
that challenge. 


With their hastily gatherea belongings ...refugees await some form of 
transport to convey them over the frontier to sanctuary—for how long ? 
Another exodus may be their fate within a few weeks or months, 


THE 


peoples 


Consolidation of Forces 


THE first essential for this is the con- 

solidation of all the forces behind 
refugee relief activity. I have during the 
past fortnight heard and read of no fewer 
than twenty societies, committees or funds 
devoted to the relief and rescue of Jews, 
non-Aryan Christians, Socialists and the 
like. There must be many more. Is this 


* sensible? 


A refugee is first and foremost a man on 
the run, a man at bay. a hunted animal 
with the pack behind him and an almost 
unscalable wall ahead—he is only inci- 
dentally a Jew, a Christian or a political 
pariah. 


Our campaign must be directed at the 
rescue of all persecuted humanity, and not 
at the saving of isolated individuals who 
happen to have influential friends or 
powerful party backing. 


Co-ordination, too, is demanded for the 
most remunerative expenditure of our 
meagre funds, and for the exercise of the 
strongest pressure on the Government. 


o * * 


f URGE that such a consolidated Refugee 

Rescue Organization, while utilizing to 
the full the present facilities, should rouse 
the country and th: Government to action 
along the following lines. 


Pressure on the 


Government 


] To exert pressure on foreign Govern- 

* ments to remove their restrictions on 
the emigration of those they now perse- 
cute. Passports, we know, are deliberately 
withheld, and property confiscated. Unless 
these Governments desire to be branded 
throughout the world as _ uncontrolled 
sadists, they must afford every facility for 
the exodus of the minorities they claim 
not to want. 


2 To issue visas for admission to this 

* country to all refugees who seek 
them, without cost. Passports are often 
not issued by foreign Governments until 
a visa can be produced, and homes are now 
awaiting many who need only a visa to 
gain release. Insist that this difficulty be 
immediately removed. 


3 To relax the strict immigration con- 

~ ditions now prevailing. It is hypo- 
crisy to protest at persecution in the name 
of humanity, and at the same time to 
impose almost impossible conditions of 


entry on those in flight and those who 
(Continued on back page.) _ 


of the 


DOOR TO 
EUROPE’S HUNTED 
THOUSANDS! 


HE partition of Czechoslovakia, the pogrom in Germany, 
and the threat of equally cruel measures in Poland 
confronted the 
Western democracies with the appalling urgency of the 


— 


Old age brings no respite from 
persecution Typical of many of 
Europe’s hundreds of thousands of 
refugees, is this German woman 
who fled to Prague after the occu- 
pation of Sudetenland. 
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THE WEEK IN PARLIAMENT ; 


Palestine—Another Legacy from the 
War: Too Generous to Refugees!: 


PO TTHTUTU ULLAL ULE LLL 


HE Arab-Jew debite produced a good 
Geal of illumination on a difficult sub- 
ject. The speech of Mr. Malcolm 
MacDonald was above the average of 
Ministerial utterances. He realized that the 
tragedy of the Jews who have no country 
was never greater than today. 

He said hard words about Arab “cv*- 
throats ” and claimed that the Arabs in the 
ugegregate had: secured the greatest benefit 
from the Jewish immigrants into Palestine. 
Arabs had increased from 600,000 to a mil- 
lon since the War. They were not, there- 
fore, being driven out of the country by 
the Jews. 

But the Minister spoke with conciliation 
and restraint, and admitted that Arabs 
feared for their freedom and their ultimate 


ae 


submergence beneath the political over-* 


lordship of the Jews. Mr. MacDonald said 
if we could not overcome that fear we 
should have to keep a great part of our 
army in Palestine indefinitely. 


Churchill’s Madness 


/ - CHURCHILL would have none of 

that. He knows that the burden of 
such an army in the course of years would 
become financially intolerable. He there- 
fore advocated that if the Arabs would not 
toe the line the Jews should themselves be 
armed, and left to fight it out. 

Was ever greater madness uttered by a 
front-rank politician? Could there be a 
more inflammable proposal thrown ‘rto the 
powder magazine which is still euphemis- 
tically described as the Holy Land? 

Mr. Churchill is said to hold considerable 
influence in the deliberations of the Jews. 
God grant that in this matter it may not 
prove so. 


u % * 


Probably the hardest of all the lessons 
which Palestine is again teaching the world 
is that no permanent good in the world can 
be accomplished by the methods of domi- 
nation. It is hardest of all for the Jews to 
learn this lesson for their tribulations are 
now so grave that new deprivations and 
disappointments seem beyond endurance. 

Yet the idea of the Jewish National Home, 
which is good in itself, and is even yet not 
Jost, cannot survive on the basis of the over- 
riding power of British arms. 


The Versailles Spirit 


E associated the Jewish Home with the 
principles of the Balfour Note. Jews 
still speak as if that will ultimately see 
them through. It will not. 
Nothing born of the spirit of victory at 
Versailles will survive. 


The’ gesture of friendliness exhibited by 
the Government in its promise to admit a 
Jarge number of Jewish children to this 


Vv 


country was much too generous for some: 


ef our legislators. Captain Shaw -wanted 
to know whether we intended to keep trace 
of the children with a view to their leav- 
ing the country at a fixed age. 

The Government would not commit itself be- 
yond repeating the undertaking that none of 
‘these Jewish children would be placed in 
ordinary employment. A record would be kept of 
each individual child. Even that did not satisfy 
Captain Shaw, who wanted the publication of a 
White Paper giving the exact conditions and 
guarantees under which they were adm:tted. 


Money for Refugees 


ME. LIPSON thought, as most of us do, 

that the Government should be pre- 
pared to contribute to the maintenance of 
refugees at least £1 for £1 raised by the 
private agencies. But what about the in- 
terests of the British taxpayer? exclaimed 
Lieut.-Col. Acland-Troyte. 

One would scarcely believe that the hard- 
heartedness of monetary interests would prove so 
intractable in tace of the appalling and un- 
merited suffering among the children of our 
neighbours. 

A good and helpful suggestion came from Mr. 
T. E, Harvey, who urged that prolonged delay 
caused by the application for a visa for each 
individual Jewish child should be obviated by 
the issue of a bloc visa to cover large groups 
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Armistice in Spain ? 


of the children. This was agreed to by the 
Government, which seems moved by the desire 
lo act with humanity until someone breathes a 
reference to “the interests of the British tax- 
payer.” 

* ™ td 

1 was sorry to hear Miss Rathbone 
sponsoring a suggestion that because nazis 
were driving refugees out of Europe that 
we should repay in kind by driving Ger- 
mans out of Britain. 

It 1s a pity that we have to besmirch the 
humanity which makes us want to help the Jews 
by wanting also to commit against innocent 
Germans the same offence which moves our com- 
passion. That is a strange lop-sided compassion. 


Anderson’s A.R.P. 


THe new Lord Privy Seal, Sir John 

Anderson, had his first prolonged bap- 
tism of fire at Question Time in the House 
last week. He was bombarded with evi- 
dence of the state of utter confusion which 
exists in what the Government now calls 
the “passive defence” measures of the 


country. 

Mr. Austin Hopkinson reseattully asserted that 
every penny spent on ARP was one penny less 
to spend on “active defence.” By “active” he 
probably meant the sort of process by which we 
blast the enemy’s towns and populations into 
heaps of ruin while he does the same to ours. 

x * = 


I gathered that Members generally now 
feel themselves entirely removed fzom the 


panic and helplessness of the recent inter- 
national crisis. Once more they are pre- 
pared to expend much witticism on air 
raid precautions rather than treat them 
seriously. 

Even Sir John Anderson seemed to joke with 
the rest—or was he serious?—in announcing that 
the trenches which filled with water would in 
future be constructed above ground. 


Our Duty in Spain 


RAR. SORENSEN sought information 
IVE som the Government about pr 
statements that Belgium had expressed 
willingness to negotiate between the two 
sides in Spain. It has been evident for 
many months that something more was 
needed than the usual clamour for arms on 
the one hand, or for no arms on the other, 
for the belligerents in that unhappy 
country. 

One would have thought that the British 
Government, which has made so many profes- 
sions of its desire to stop the fire from spreading, 
would have been particularly sensitive and re- 
ceptive of any news of moves which would help 
to quench the fire altogether. 

Instead of that, the Government was able to 
tell Mr. Sorensen nothing except what it had 
read in the newspapers. Mr. Attlee wondered 
whether the conduct of British foreign policy had 


now been reduced to dependence solely on what 
newspapers told us. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Self-Interest and the Refugees: 
A Play Worth Patronage : 


Weary Spain 


JF appeals to their humanity fail to stimu- 

late the Government to shouldering 
their responsibilities towards the refugees, 
perhaps self-interest will. For evidence is 
accumulating that not only do these exiles 
from Middle Ages Europe cease to be a lia- 
bility after a short time: they become hard- 
working and profitable members of the 
community. 

Sir Samuel Hoare recently stated in 
Parliament that the 11,000 refugees from 
Germany and Austria who have already 
settled in Britain since the coming of Hitler 
so far from disturbing employment had 
actually increased it. They had been in- 
strumental in employing 15,000 British 
workmen in the industries they have set 
up, without damage to British labour. 

Writing in the Evening Standard 
(21.11.38), Mr. Aylmer Vallance, former 
editor of the News Chronicle and of The 
Economist, said that in the light of popula- 
tion trends r 

“economic advantage and military security 
alike point to.the need for helping the migration 
to the Dominions of non-British as well as 
British settlers.” 

And, also thinking along military lines, 
that remarkable Labour peer-politician- 
businessman, Lord Strabolgi, has suggested 
as one solution for the Palestine problem 
the creation of a Jewish army of 100,000 
organized and armed for their own 


defence! 
» * * 


Courage in the Theatre 


LONDON has been privileged to see 
during the past year several plays of 

particular interest to pacifists. They have 

mostly all hada tough fight for survival. 

The latest is Shoemaker’s Holiday, at the 
Playhouse, highly praised by Ronald Dun- 
can in last week’s Peace News. 

Spurred by the enthusiasm of Duncan 
and other friends I am making a point of 
seeing the play tonight, and I urge all who 
admire courage in art to do likewise. 

« ” * 


Lord Ponsonby’s « Line ” 


LOrP PONSONBY’s letter to The Times 
of October 18, which was later re- 
printed in Peace News, was one of the most 
helpful comments on the recent crisis. 
I learn that he has amplified his case into 
a lecture, “Ynternational Problems—the 
Next Step,” which he will deliver at 45 
Park Lane, W.1, on Tuesday next at 5 p.m. 
He will be inaugurating a course of three 
lectures on Present Day World Problems, 
organized in aid of the Women’s Advisory 
Housing Council. The following lectures 
will be on “The Jewish Problem” and 


“The Problem of the Native Races.” 


By James Hudson 


December 2, 1938 


VAPATESEATIASTTAUU TTL DU ESTEE FET 


The cemment was called fer, If the Govern- 
ment had any real sense of its duty in Spain, it 
would be ready to seize on, if not to inspire, 
any and every step which may lead to mediation. 


Special Areas and Arms 


THE debate on the Special Areas 
(Amendment) Act produced some plain 
speaking. 
: Keen resentment was expressed at the way 
industrial nabobs secure large Government 
assistance for factories in areas of comparative 
prosperity, and of high comparative danger in 
time of war. On the other hand great industrial 


> populations are left to languish with little real 


assistance. 

The Government and Lady Astor claimed that 
the assistance has been considerable and effec- 
tive. But they, of course, hold the right end of 
the stick. 

It is unfortunate that the Labour Opposition, 
which is genuinely concerned about this matter 
and made an excellent case in support of its 
cbarges, should place any reliance for the 
assistance of the distressed areas upon war 
industries. 

How much real help do we offer to the 
distressed areas when we try to obtain for them 
the manufacture of calcium carbide which, as 
Mr. George Hall said, “ was recognized as an in- 
valuable product for our rearmament  pro- 
gramme”? At best the help can be only 
temporary. At worst, we may actually be 
securing a vested interest for the poorest in the 
land in the continuance of those preparations 
for war which contribute ultimately to the cause 
of their poverty. 
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* * * 
Spain is Tired 
UNHAM BROWN, who - recently 
returned from a visit to the WRI 
home for Spanish children at Prats de 
Mollo, in the south of France, tells me that 
from all he heard the Spanish people are 
heartily sick and tired of the war. 

It is always so. At first there is popular 
enthusiasm, whipped up to frenzy by pro- 
paganda; then doubt, disillusionment and 
despair. At length the only people who 
are determined to “carry on” at all costs 
are those in the seats of power, well behind 
the firing lines. 

One of the 35 children in the home came 
from a Fascist household. He is perfectly 
happy romping with those whom his 
seniors would call his enemies. 

* * 


Books for Children 


MY attention has been called belatedly 
to the work of Miss Frieda Le. Pla, 
the deaf and blind authoress of children’s 
books. A member of the PPU and the All 
Ireland Anti-War Crusade, she regards 
reverence for life in all its forms as the 
fundamental basis cf pacifism. 

Her little books, People with Priciles 
(2s. 2d.), A Quest and a Mystery (1s. 6d.), 
Francesca’s Robber Guest (2s.), and 
Exploring Nature’s Wonderland (2s. 6d.) 
are admirable for children, and would 
make grand Christmas presents. They are 
illustrated by Vera Cripps and Lilian 
Sankey. 

The author herself may be approached 
for copies at St. Enda’s, Baring Road, Bea- 
consfield, Bucks. 


* . 4 
«Gallia Est Omnis .. .” 


ATIN and other “cribs” for schoolboys, 
or Latin texts with Italian transla- 
tions between the lines, says Reuter, are 
expressly forbidden in a circular issued to 
the school authorities by Signor Bottai, 
Minister of Education. In this he severely 


remarks: ; 

Since the use of such methods is against the 
Fascist ideal, which demands that results should 
be obtained with effort and perseverance, 
efficacious action must be taken to eliminate such 
volumes. "a 

The Giornale d'Italia comments c.pprov- 


ingly, “These corrupting books must be 
taken out of circulation.” 
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* x * 
Young Speakers —Forward ! 


WJOT before time PPU headquarters are 
urging local groups to train their own 
speakers. Our reliance all the time on 
nationally-known figures is dangerous. We 
must have “extras” being groomed for 
“stardom.” 

Roving up and down the country myself 
I have often heard remarkable contribu- 
tions from quite unknown individuals. 
They should be encouraged by their groups 
to take meetings all over their area, and 
if they are particularly good Roy Walker, 
PPU Secretary for Speakers, would be glad 
to give them other engagements. 


e * a 


Spying on the Spies 
ORE of the forthcoming contributars to 
“Speaking Personally” will be Preston 
Benson (“Star Man's Diary”) one of the 
most brilliant journalists in Fleet Street. 
He tells me he is engaged on an inquiry 
into the Secret Service and will shortly be 
able to make sensational revelations about 
this State department, of the value of 
which he is highly seeptical. 
Mr. Benson has come to the fore during 
recent menths as a speaker on pacifist 
platforms. His case is that of the simple 
soldier of 1914-1918 who believed the war 
was to end war, and who is himself deter- 
mined that that pledge will be imple- 


mented. 
J * = 


Ma’am’s the Word 


“BRAA’AM ” is the mode of address adopted 
ivi by women Territorials as an equiva- 
lent to their male counterparts’ “ Sir.” 


“It is the subject,” reports the Evening 
Standard, “of a great deal of humour on 
the part of sweethearts and husbands.” 


When “ Ma'am ” asks the company, “ Any 
complaints?” (a question which will be 
familiar to all old soldiers) the Amazons 
will certainly not reply, “No, Ma’am,” for 
they have one sore grievance, their hats. 
Not only are they hot and uncomfortable, 
we learn; but they are capable of spoiling 
the wearer’s “ perm.” 


We sympathize. National Service is all 
very well, but a girl must draw the line 


somewhere. . 
A. S. 
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GANDHI 
30°, Arms —_ 
Profit 


Pe Hawker Siddeley Aircraft Com- 
pany last week announced a new 
issue of debenture stock; in the 
prospectus it was stated that the 
company and its subsidiaries ‘ consti- 
tute the largest group of aircraft 
manufacturers in the British Empire 
under one control, and members of the 
group are fully occupied mainly on 
contracts for the Air Monistry, the 
Admiralty, and the War Office." 

An auditors’ report accompanying 
the prospectus showed the following 
profits paid on ordinary share capital 
during the last three years for which 
accounts have been made up: 

Year to July 31, 1936— 
30% (actual) less tax, 
in cash, plus 10% free 
of tax, in the form of 


share banus, £1,000,000. 
toa July 31, 1937— 


324% plus 10% cash 

bonus, both less tax. 
wou July 31, 1938— 

325% plus 10% cash 

bonus, bot’: less tax. 


These dividends were additional to 
those paid on fixed-interest shares. 


NO WAR OVER 
THE JEWS 


French Demand 


From Our Own Correspondent 
PARIS. 


ARIS is at present full of peace activity, 
which finds expression in crowded 
meetings of protest against anti-Semitism 
in Germany, where it is emphasized that 
the horrible happenings there must not be- 
come a pretext for fomenting a war-spirit 
against the German people—themselves 
victims of a form of slavery. 

At a meeting of 1,200 people called by the 
League of the Young Republic, all the 
speakers, while expressing their warmest 
sympathy with the Jews, protested against 
those voices which now denounce any 
peace negotiations with Germany. On the 
contrary, they said, the more barbarous the 
German leaders appeared, the more impor- 
tant it was to avoid war with them. until 
the German people should be able to get 
rid of them. 


GERMANY & DISARMAMENT 


M. Delaisi, veteran pacifist and econo- 
mist, showed that the time is not far off 
when Germany will have to agree to some 
measure of disarmament, or break down 
under the burden of arms. 

Ten thousand people attended a meeting 
arranged by the French League against 
Racialism and Anti-Semitism, to which a 
number of prominent Christians belong. 
They adopted a resolution which excluded 
war, but called for economic sanctions 
against the “mass-crimes committed by 
Hitler Germany,” and urgéd democratic 
nations to see that all the persecuted people 
should find asylum. 

A law against racialism was also deman- 
ded. 
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| Treat Raiding Tribesmen 
Like Human Beings, 
He Urées 


OW problems on the North-West Frontier of India can be solved 
H by non-violent methods was 


a public meeting in Bannu. 


described by Mr. M. K. Gandhi at 


He had been visiting the Frontier Province to meet the Khudai 


Khidmatgars (“Soldiers of peace 
raided. 


“ This province,” he told his listeners, “is 
peculiarly placed. On one side it is sur- 
rounded by a number of border tribes con- 
taining men whose profession is raiding. 
The raiders’ motive seems to be satisfac- 
tion of primary needs.” 

After dealing with some of the ways this 
situation might be met, Mr. Gandhi znoke 
of the non-violent approach. “It is the 
surest and infallible method of defence,” 
he said. “Had I my way, I would go and 
mix with tribes, and argue it out with 
them, and I am sure they won't be imper- 
vious to the argument of love and reason. 
But I know, today, that door is shut ‘o me. 
The Government won't permit me to enter 
the tribal territory. 


NOT BOGEYMEN 


“The tribesman cannot be the bogeyman 
i that he is represented to be. He is a human 


| just like you and me and capable of re- 


sponding to the human touch which has 
hitherto been conspicuous by its absence 
in dealing with him. 

“A number of Waziris came and saw me 
today at noon. I did not find that their 
nature was essentially different from 
human nature elsewhere. 

“Man's nature is not essentially evil. 
Brute nature has been known to yield to 
the influence of love. You must never 
despair of human nature. You are a com- 
munity of traders. Do not leave out of 
your traffic that noblest and most precious 
of merchandise, viz., love. Give to the 
tribesmen all the love that you are capable 
of, and you will have theirs in return. 


REFUSE BLACKMAIL 


“To seek safety by offering blackmail or 
ransom to the raiders would be a direct 
invitation to them to repeat their depreda- 
tions and will be demoralizing alike to the 
giver and the tribesmen. Instead of offer- 
ing them money, the rational course would 
be to raise them above penury by teaching 
them industry and thereby removing the 
principal motive that leads them into the 
raiding habit. 

“Tam having talks with Khudai Khid- 


”). Bannu itself had recently been 


| 
Peace Conference 
Demand to 


South African 


'Premier 


| From Our Own Correspondent 


MARITZBURG. 


‘THE demand for a world peace con- 
ference is finding expression in South 
Africa. 

The Maritzburg section of 
Resisters’ International has written to 
General Hertzog, the Premier, and to 
Members of Parliament, pointing out that 
by means of such a conference “both the 
economic and the psychological causes of 
war could be attacked at their roots, with- 
out that spirit of hatred and bitterness 
which makes a just peace so difficult of 
attainment after a war.” 

They reminded the Premier of Mr. de 
Valera’s support at Geneva recently, for 
the calling of a conference, and of the fact 
that “at any moment a conflagration might 
arise which would defy all attempts at con- 
ciliation.” 

These war resisters are also keeping their 
cause in the public eye. 

They entered a decorated “ peace lorry ” 
in a procession held last month as part of 
the Maritzburg Centenary celebrations. 
This aroused some interest, and in the park 
at which the procession ended leaflets and 
copies of Peace News were distributed. 

A public meeting on Armistice Day, and 
invitations to non-members to attend dis- 
cussion meetings, are among other activities 
of these war resisters. 


the War 


Relieving Both Sides 


In Spain 


matgars in this connexion and evolving a_| 


plan in collaboration with Khan Saheb. If | 


the plan bears fruit, and the Khudai Khid- 
matgars truly become what their name 
signifies, the influence of their example 
will spread to the tribes and might provide 
a permanent solution of the Frontier 
question.” 


Non-Military Defence 


From Amsterdam co’ 1es the news ‘hat in | 


several branches of the peace movement a 
new subject of study and action is being 
taken up: pacifist defence of the reople— 
or civil resistance. 


That the primary need of those wishing 
to avoid war at the present time is a non- 
military method of defence against a pos- 
sible actual invader from outside, is con- 
tended by those responsible for this new 
interest of peace opinion. 


Wellingborough Peace Rally 


The Wellingborough group of the Peace 
Pledge Union has hired the Palace Theatre 
for a big rally on Sunday, commencing at 
7.45 p.m, 


The Theatre has seating accommodation 
for 900 persons, so there should be a large 
audience to hear the Marquis of Tavistock 
and Mr. John Hoyland, who will speak on 
* Constructive, NOT Destructive Peace.” 

A follow-up meeting has been arranged 
for Tuesday, at 7.45 p.m. in the Y.M.C.A. 
Hall, Oxford Street, when all inquiries and 
questions will be dealt with by Councillor 
Dempster (Kettering). 


Following the gift of 6.000 tons of flour, 
relief workers in Barcelona will be able to 
feed twice as many cuildren as before, re- 
| ports the Friends’ Service Council. 

Quaker relief workers also report a ter- 
rible shortage of food in Franco territory 
jn Southern Spain. ’ 

On> such worker writes from Murcia: 
“Never before have I known what food 
really meant.... Just food—with no par- 
ticular taste or form—fuel and nourishment 
for the weakening flesh.” 


Aid 


Read the 


WAR 


Every Week in 


EVERY FRIDAY 
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Socialist Case against 


“FORWARD” 


French Pacifist—— 
Goes To Jail 


from Our Own Correspondent 
PARIS. 


THovcu only released from prison 

last year, Gérard Leretour, 27- 
year-old conscientious objector, has 
been sentenced to a year’s imprison- 
ment for using at a meeting words 
construed by the police as “incite- 
ment to military disobedience.” 

Gérard Leretour was sentenced in 
September, having refused to with- 
draw the words when in court, and 
the appeal court has just confirmed 
the sentence. 

While a “democratic” government 
is thus treating a man whose nobility 
of character is above dispute, one 
after another of the “ Cagoulards "— 
bomb-throwing hirelings of the dic- 
tators—are being released. 


Have We Forgotten 
The Chinese? 


On Wednesday of last week the relief 
ship Wuchang sailed from Hongkong for 
Canton carrying relief stores worth more 
than £10,000, purchased from the Hong- 
kong branch of the Lord Mayor's Fund. | 

This is a sign that at least the miseries 
of the Chinese people have not altogether 
been forgotten in the wave of indignation 
at the happenings in Germany. 

A special corvespondent of The Times 
who was lately in China is indignant at 
the apparent inconsistencies of “ the stan- 
dards of international morality.” 

In a letter to that paper on November 25 
he said: 

Technically, the Germans are right when 
they say that their savage oppression of the 
Jews is none of our business. Technically, on 
the other hand, the appalling plight of the 
Chinese is our business, the British Govern- 
ment being bound by a League resolution 
(February 2, 1938) to “consider how far” it 
can “extend aid to China’ 

Technicalities apart, and fond though | am, 
like most of my compatriots, of moral indigz- 
nation, I find the world’s conscienc? a puzzl- 
ing organism. Does it recognize some scale 
of human suffering, regulated on a racial 
basis? Does it perhaps regard 100 dead or 
destitute Chinese as equivalent to one perse- 
cuted Jew, and may we then expect, when 
Japan’s victims top the 50,000.000 mark, to see 
Ambassaders withcrawn from Tokyo and 
international action taken to make tife possible 
for the refugees? Or is it simply that the 
Jews are near at hand, while the Chinese are 
a very long way away, and yellow at that? 

Just to make the whole matter of com- 
passion and its stimuli more puzzling, I note 
that the Lord Mayor's Fund (now the British 
Fund) for the Relief of Distress in China has 
raised just over £150,000 ir 18 months A 
similar fund, designed to succour the victims 
of the 1923 earthquaxe in Japan, raised 
£264,151 in three months. 


Working for Peace 


Abroad 


A recent News Bulletin of the Inter- 
national Voluntary Service for Peace out- 
lines the work that has been done in Spain, 
Bayonne, Switzerland, and England, and 
the possibilities of assisting in Czechos!o- 
vakia. 

It mentions too the fact that ‘t has 
been decided to have a short working er- 
vice at Oakengates from December 26 to 
January 7, specially intended for leaders 
and experienced working ~-ombers, 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


Letters to the Editor 


Labour Party Leadership in the War: 
Dilemma—One Solution 


AM sorry that Mrs. Swanwick has misun- 

derstood the object of my article on 
MacDonald and the Labour Party. Ihave 
bo “rancour” or “spite” with regard to 
MacDonald and showed my approval of 
Mr. Scanlon, who did not try to make a 
villain of MacDonald because he had never 
mistaken him for a hero. Equally clearly 
I disagreed with Mr. McNeill Weir kecause 
in my opinion he tried to exonerate the 
Labour Party from its responsibilities, at 
MacDonald's expense. 


The point about MacDonald’s war record 
is that many people—not so well-informed 
as Mrs. Swanwick—did believe till recently 
that MacDonald opposed the war as a 
socialist; and all who in war-time are true 
to socialist or pacifist convictions auto- 
matically become “ seditious.” 

MacDonald, as Mrs. Swanwick points 
out, had not that honour, although he was 
a member of the socialist ILP as well as 
the UDC. But furthermore, much as I dis- 
agree with Mac Neill Weir, I think that in 
the first part of his book he proves, from 
the clearest documentary evidence (which 
is more plentiful than Mrs. Swanwick 
seems to imagine) that MacDonald’s posi- 
tion during the war was often ambiguous 
and even equivocal. 


That, however, is a point which I can 
hardly demonstrate in a letter. The evi- 
dence speaks for itself, whatever bias Mr. 
MacNeill Weir may have againist Mac- 
Donald, or Mrs. Swanwick in his favour. 

Admittedly this author’s criticisms of a 
former leader constitute an indictment 
against himself and others who served 
MacDonald so long. But then I have always 
taken the view that MacDonald was r53 
better and no worse than his colleagues. 

Until the quality of the Labour Party— 
mentally and morally—becomes capable of 
producing a great leadership it will always 
be led by mediocrities. 

[ am sorry I used the expression ” every- 
one” (regarding agreement on Repara- 
tions) in the colloquial sense. I was think- 
ing of the three big parties which still de- 
termine our political life, and had no 
thought of slighting either the UDC or the 
ILP—of which I happen to be a member. 


i gladly apologise to all concerned—in- 
cluding myself, or my apostolic ancestors. 
But that was not a trumpet I had intended 
to blow; and if I now say that “ everyone,” 
including the Labour and Communist 
Parties, still accept imperialist power 
politics as a working basis it does not in- 
clude you, Mr. Editor, or, I hope, your 
Teaders or your humble servant. 


REGINALD REYNOLDS. 
53, Cleveland Square, W.2. 


May I suggest that the book which inspired the 
articie by Mr. Reynolds (The Tragedy of Ramsay 
InacDonald, by MacNeill Weir) loses some of its 
value by an over-concentration on persenal 
defects and weaknesses. There is not a single 
person, alive or dead, whose life is beyond 
cr.ticism and who could not be interpreted as 
knave or saint according to prejudiced dis- 
criniination and selection of evidence. 

in the case of Ramsay MacDonald it is 
Obviously as possible to ignore his finer qualities 
and emphasize his failings as it is to perform the 
same uncharitable task on the character of 
Reynolds, MacNeill Weir or Sorensen. I have 
even observed the same process applied to Jesus. 

But the impression it leaves is that the critic 
is so biased as to destroy the validity of the 
criticism. 

Secondly, may 1 plead that the essence of 
pac fism requires precisely the scrupulous treat- 
ment of the personality of others which, it 
appears to me, is somewhat lacking both in the 
boos. and in the article based upon it. Part of 
the responsiblity of Peace News is to try to 
preserve confidence in the soul of the real Ger- 
many and indeed even in Nazi leaders. It strives 
to emphasize and illustrate this and to counteract 
the popular temptations to hate Germans because 
ot their brutal folly or their apparently supine 
acquiescence. 

Thirdly, of course we must call a spade by its 
Tight name and if other human beings in a 
complex world are not as coherent, straightfor- 
ward. honest. consistent and faithful as they 
should be we must tell them so. And yet, I 
possess what no doubt is a weakness and a mental 
infirmity—the haunting thought that quite an 
amount of our judgment and its psychological 
consequences may frustrate our laudable inten- 
tion to assist those whom we condemn. 

REGINALD SORENSEN. 


38, Woodside Park Avenue, E.17. 


CADBURY’S 


Brings you the best i, PEACE LITERATURE for 2/6 
a month. Write for particulars and a free copy of 
' H PEACE BOOK NEWS to the Secretary :— 


] SEE from the new Peace Pledge Union 

broadsheet that “we all know that 
war settles nothing.” Do we? Learned 
dons in the Manchester Guardian have 
disputed long about it. Peace News 
is continually trying to persuade us that 
the statement is true, yet even now most 
of us do not know that war settles noth- 
ing. We are still, perhaps in outer dark- 


ness. 

Let us examine the statement, because if it 
is false we shall never win a majority to our 
side, however often we repeat it. 

People who hear us in our open-air meet- 
ings crying “ War settles nothing!” are at first 
bewildered, then they are either taken in, 
and sign the peace pledge under false pre- 
tences, or they laughingly dismiss us as dope- 
takers, long-haired, besandalled dreamers. 

Because war does settle something, always 
and inevitably. It settles who is to dictate 
the terms of peace, and here is the core of 
the matter. Most pcople will agree that war 
is stupid, that war never proves who is right, 
but only who is most cunning, unscrupulous, 
highly organized, brave, firm of purpose; in 
fact who has the greater share of those vices 
and perverted virtues which with material 
wealth win a war. 

But war is not waged to prove who is right, 
or whose cause is just—it is not a means to 
any of these ends, and has no pretensions to 
be. It is waged to prove nothing, but to settle 
arbitrarily but inevitably who is to have the 
whip hand in the final conferenee. 

Supposing we have a cause that is just— 
it is conceivable—and statesmen who are 
morally strong enough to dictate a just peace, 
after we have tried a peace conference before 
the war, and have found agreement impos- 
sible—even this is conceivable; supposing that 
we are then attacked, unjustly, without pro- 
vocation, and that if we are beaten we shall 
suffer under a peace which will be as harmful 
to our adversaries as to us—as Versailles was 
—what can we do but fight and meanwhile 
arm and again arm, to make sure that it will 
be our statesmen who dictate the subsequent 
peace? 

To a pacifist or even an unbiased historian, 


Community Service 


I diagnose many things in the article on 
Community Service, by John S. Hoyland. 
Firstly, are pacifists to become as crazy as 
fascists and nazis in this mania for service 
by the masses?—It does seem to me that 
such pacifists, who do not really know what 
wants doing or how, are really victims of 
this mass-service craze which is now so 
active. I attribute it to the National Ser- 
vice propaganda, which is having a re- 
actionary effect on those pacifists. 


They must do something to justify their 
existence in this mighty land of ours. They 
must serve, they must organize, and they 
just must wear badges, go about in armies, 
and become mass workers and thinkers. 
Where is it all going to end? 


If these pacifists, not having sufficient 
religious faith to place them in a superior 
position to the majority of non-thinkers, 
are uetermined to suffer from _ this 
“inferiority complex” by being so ener- 
getic as to do menial unimportant work, 
such as draining the wash, &c. (when 
skilled labour would be forthcoming in a 
sensibly run state)—very well, let them. 
But if I were doing one of those jobs as 
suggested by John Hoyland and, being 
asked why, had to answer “Because I am 
a pacifist and believe in working like mad, 
even though it has nothing to do with war” 
I should feel’a fool, and would be one. 


For goodness sake, let us retain our 
balance, not forget why we are formed into 
a union, and confine ourselves to peace 
questions: we don’t.have to justify our 
holding sensible views by working like ten 
men. We want to propagate our cause. 


R. S. BAXTER. 
411, Waterloo Road, Blackpool. 


P.S. If we are to win converts to paci- 
fism we must ourselves have individuality 
and personality: we cannot have these 
qualities in large measure by forgetting 
our real cause in favour of mass digging or 
“Wash draining.” 


What Wear ‘Settl es 


if such exist, this will seem an overstatement, 
but so the problem presents iiself to the vast 
majority of mankind, learned and unlearned, 
and it is this problem we have to face and 
answer. 

The case may be stated as League against 
aggressor, nation against nation, or, most 
dificult of all, class against class, and 
although its cruder manifestations—the raped 
sister oc the drunken bully—are_ easily 
laughed off or even answered, the core 
remains deep in our own self-estcem, because 
we find it almost impossible to see that we 
may be in the wrong individually, or worse 
still as 1 State or class, and that even if we 
are in the right we can dictate terms without 
fighting a successful war. 5 


The answer to the problem is not an easy 
one. It involves firstly disintegrating nations 
and teaching, in the face of centuries, that 
nations do not exist, but only individuals, 
that war does not mean Germany fighting 
England, but conscript Bill Jones running a 
bayonet into conscript Hans Pumpernickel, 
and neither knowing why 

Secondly it involves a rewriting of history 
as truth, impartial, accurate, and unsparing, 
or as near so as is humanly possible. This 
does not mean that our past history would 
necessarily prove the rightness of pacifism, 
but it would show that natiens have so often 
acted unjustly, yet with every appearance of 
justice, that we ought no longer to trust what 
is called the national conscience, but rely on | 
the individual conscience. 

Thirdly it involves the study and practice | 
of non-violent resistance. This. forbidding | 
term should mean not cenly refusal to 
acquiesce in what our conscience says is 
wrong, but active, cheerful and enjoyable 
work for what is right. 


And all this will mean something to a 
pacifist and nothing to the millions who 
would want this way out if only they could 
see it. So we must try as interpreters to 
make them understand day after day, evening 
after evening, without respite. But let us be 
honest with ourselves, and not say, “War 
settles nothing,” when we know it scttles just 
what it is intended to do! 


S. TODD. 
Wykham Lane, Bodicote, Banbury. 


Pen Friends for 
Children 


A really good piece of work for pacifist 
parents would be for them to interest their 
children in the scheme of international 
“ Pen-pals ” organized by the Caravan Club, 
which has as its pledge: “The earth is one 
home, therefore I pledge myself to help the 
boys and girls of every land.” 

Nothing delights a child more than to 
receive a letter, with stamps, photographs. 
&c., from a child of the same age in distant 
parts of the world, and nothing can more 
influence a child against war than to dis- 
cover that children of all nations and 
colours have the same likes and dislikes. 

If teachers and parents will write to me, 
enclosing stamped addressed envelope, I 
will give full details. 

SIDNEY GEORGE CONBEER, 


Leader of Chapter 81, 
Caravan Club. 


113 Summerfield Crescent, Birmingnam, 16. 


Sufficient Protection ? 


You will perhaps be interested to know 
of the following incident which happened 
in Enfield. 

A lady representative called at a house 
and asked ‘. see their gas masks and exam- 
ine them to make sure they were in order. 
Householder: I don’t think that is neces- 

sary, we have no children and we have 

taken great care of them and I am sure 
they are all rigni. 

ARP Representative: They are not all right. 
They were not right when they were 
given out. There was such a rush at 
the time that it was not possible to 
assemble them properly. 

Comment: H.M. Government is satisfied 
that the respirator as issued to the public 
is sufficient protection against all gasses 
that are likely to be used in an air raid! 

Enfield F. B. 


BOOK 
CLUB 


PEACE BOOK CLUB, 5, Goodwin's Court, 
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Democrats’ 


In his article in the November 25 issue 
of Peace News, Harold Bing gave that care- 
ful consideration, which he says should 
necessarily be given by all pacifists, to some 
of the important issues raised by the dual 
questions of pacifism and democrac... 


He expressed a thought of which I, and! 
am sure many other pacifists, have become 
increasingly conscious, that there is no need 
to accept the choice of the lesser of two 


evils or that the dilemma has only two 
horns. 


But when Mr. Bing states toward the end 
of his article that the pacifist who tries to 
be a democrat is clearly in a dilemma, I 
feel that we are again being presented with 
only two alternatives. 


Mr. Bing explains what he calls the clear- 
ness of the dilemma by the statement that 
the pacifist must cease to oppose something 
he believes to be evil because the majority 
has decided upon it. I am surprised that 
this is accepted as a clear dilemma by Mr. 
Bing, considering that in this country, our 
type of democratic government definitely 
includes an opposition party which by its 
very nature does not cease to oppose, and 
does not give up advocating its own policy. 


Further, has there not been hitherto an 
acceptance of an unwritten law that the 
majority should respect the opinions of the 
minority, more’ especially when, these 
opinions were dictated by religious or 
moral beliefs? 


This is a more controversial issue, but it 
is of great importance because it links up so 
closely with many facets of our democracy, 
such as the various freedoms, freedom of 
speech, of association, of the press, of religi- 
ous belief. 


These civil liberties have been tacitly, 
but none the less clearly, recognized as 
part of our democratic system, complemen- 
tary to the other part, viz., the rule of the 
majority. 

If a law is passed expressing the will of 
the majority we must accept the law—as 
law. But, and this is where I differ from 
Mr. Bing, if we have true conscientious or 
reasoned objections to that which is implied 
in the law, we cannot, ipso facto, inwardly 
accept the implications. 


Further, to be true to our beliefs, we 
should clearly and outwardly, refuse to 
accept the implications. This would mean 
that we come into conflict with the law. 


Then, as democrats, we should show our 
acceptance of the law, not of its implica- 
tions, by accepting the punishments inher- 
ent i: the law, without offering any violent 
resistance. 


This brings me to two very important 
conclusions, that to be a good democrat one 
must be a good pacifist, and conversely, that 
to be a good pacifist one must be a good 
democrat. 


To elucidate this further, I would like to 
consider the very important concluding 
sentence in Mr. Bing’s article. He intro- 
duces an apparent dilemma to which I have 
given a good deal of buffeting thought. Let 
me first quote this last sentence which is in 
the form of a question: 

Tf we say that we are not prepared to accept 
the decisions of Parliament if they are in 
favour of war or conscription, are not others 
equally justified in saying that they are not 
prepared to accept the decisions of Parliament 
(and will in fact resist them) if they are in 
favour of nationalization of the land or liquida- 
tion of the capitalist system. 


Using acceptance and non-acceptance in 
the sense which I have tried to make clear, 
I would reply to this question as follows. 
The minority who do not accept the idea of 
nationalization of the land or liquidation of 
the capitalist system would be right in ex- 
pressing their refusal to accept, but they 
would not be rightly democratic if they re- 
sisted the new law by violent means. 

DORA I. HOLDEN, 

60, Norbury Cross, Norbury, S.W.16. 


Harold Bing's article overlooks one point. He 
asks: "do we vote with reservations that we will 
accept the decisions of the majority only in 
SO farteeas: ae Y CSe 

“And if we do vote with reservations of that 
kind, ought we not to make them explicit?” Yes, 

The point he has overlooked is that we can do 
so on the ballot paper. True, it would render our 
vote useless; but it would tell each candidate 
how many votes he had lost owing to his support 
of war preparations (and in the event of a 
narrow defeat how potent would be that 
thought!) 

P. GWYNNE DAVIES. 

Abergale Road, Old Colwyn. 
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Loving Our Enemies 


ANY times since the crisis, I have 
Meese the Sermon on the Mount. 
I did not join the Peace Pledge 
Union as a Christian pacifist, but the longer 
I live the more clearly I perceive that these 
injunctions, so familiar to our ears but so 
remote from our practice, represent not 
only religious values but sound practical 
politics. 


To realize that modern history itself to mitigate the long-accumulated 


bears irrefutable testimony to their 
wisdom, we have but to recall the few 
occasions on which statesmen have sought 
to observe them. We shall remember the 
agreement with the Indians which enabled 
William Penn to found the State of Penn- 
sylvania, and the Rush-Bagot Convention 
of 1818, by which two far-sighted diplo- 
mats established the undefended frontier 


between Canada and the United States at | righteousness. 


a time of bitter mutual suspicion. 


“There are pacifists who imag- 
ine that groups of well-meaning 
young people have only to go 
into Germany and talk in a 
friendly way to the population 


burden of national suspicion and i 


fear. To believe this, however 
noble the intention, is to live ina 
fool’s paradise. 


tween “moral indignation” and national self- 
Easy forgetfulness of this 


resemblance leads to such dangerous illusions as 


In England we have to our credit the|that of a “guilty nation," which Sir Norman 


Cobden Treaty of 1860, which acted as a 
sedative to the panic terror of France that 


Angell, in his days of enlightenment, rightly 
emphasized as a major cause of war. 
Germany, it is true, has been malevolently 


then rivalled our present fear of Germany. | tormenting her defenceless Jews, and her critics 


Not So Easy 


are eager to assure us that the capacity for ruth- 
less bullying is inherent in the German character. 
But from whom did the Nazis learn the technique 


THe precepts of the Sermon on the Mount] of revenge? The answer comes reluctantly, for 
offer a fine example of uncompromis-|the democracies have comfortably relegated the 
ing clarity to all who seek to mould public | Post-War years to history, and it seems un- 


opinion. 
“Bless them that curse you, do good to 


them that hate you, and pray for them|Occupied Territories of 


which despitefully use you and persecute 
you... For if ye love them which love 


you, what reward have ye?” These words! closely committed to no political party. 


reasonable of other people to go on remembering 
what we have forgotten. 

In the autumn of 1924, I made a tour of the 
Central Europe — 
Cologne, the Rhineland, the Ruhr. I was then a 
youthful and politically inexperienced observer, 
passionately in search of paths to peace ae 

e 


contain no implication that our enemies | testimony of my younger self was not, I think, 


will be congenial and cooperative, or that 
the process of loving them will prove easy 
and agreeable. 


impaired by its detachment. Here are some 
extracts from the diary that I kept on this tour: 

“Cologne. October 5: A heavy weight of 
oppression seems to be lying upon the people. 


I stress this somewhat obvious point because I They all look shabby; I hav2 not seen a well- 


have met a number of wishful thinkers who in- 
dulge in optimistic visions of facile conciliation. 


dressed woman since I came, though today is 
Sunday. Their faces are sunken, too, and their 


There are pac‘fists who imagine that groups of | complexions yellow, as though they never had 
well-meaning young people have only to go into | much nourishing food to eat. Toward us there 


Germany and talk in a friendly way to the 
population to mitigate 


is an undercurrent of suppressed malevolence; 


the long-accumulated | no not quite malevolence but rather defensive, 


burden of national suspicion and fear. To believe! a fecling that you are going to insult them, and 


this, however nobie the intention, is to live ina 
fool's paradise. 


Pacitists should at all costs be realists and | people. 


avoid sentimental illusions; otherwise 
idealism will 
moment by a sharp rebuff. They must learn, for 
example, to accept without blenching the utter- 
ance of such typical exhortations as the follow- 


ing by Nazi leaders 


to German education | maintain them in idleness. 


that they will get in the insult first if they can. 
I wonder how we should lik2 being a conquered 
It makes me miserable to be in the 


their | midst of a whole population who feel bitterly 
be destroyed at some critical | tcward me.” 


“October 6: Cologne afflicts me: I dislike see- 
ing our well-fed strapping Tommies stalking 
about while these people go short of tood to 
War, especially if 


author.ties: “Without military will a German] cne is the winner, is such bad form. There is a 


school is impossible. A pacifist teacher is a 
clown or a criminal. He must be exterminated.” 
(For this and for similar expressions of benevo- 
Jence, see Education in Nazi Germany. Foreword 
by Sir Norman Angell. Kulturkampf Association. 


ls. neth. 
Fascism Needs Enemies 


N Nazi propaganda. speeches, and text-]|the gendarmes came again. 
books, the tascist leaders show no sign {conduct the village choir?’ 


of wanting our love. 

They might, perhaps, have been glad of 
it in 1935, when Herr Hitler in his May 21 
speech to the Reichstag announced that 
“The German Government... are ready 
at any time to limit their armaments to 
any degree that is also adopted hy the 
other Powers.” Today, since none of us 
accepted that challenge, they prefer our 
hatred to our affection. 

As Humphrey Moore pointed out a fortnight 
ago in hs article on the Jewisn progroms, the 
the Nazi regime thrives best upon oppos.tion, and 
fascism is now kept alive by the constant dis- 
covery of enemies. Ii they cease to threaten 
from without, they must be sought within. 

If anything beyond the Jewish persecution is 
needed to prove the extent of Nazi intransigence, 
it can be found in a recently published auto- 


biography entitled 1 married a@ German, by | 


Madeleine Kent. The pity and terror inspired 
by this striking book lie not in its atrocity stories, 
of which there are few, but in its account of the 
wreckage wrought by fascism in the simple lives 
of kindly people. 

It shows the purveyors of hatred to be, not 
merely those half-legendary figures, Hitler, 
Goering, and Goebbels, but the army of petty 
officials whose professional interests are bound 
up with the Nazi Government. I recommend 
every pacifist who suffers from benevolent 
illusions to read Madeleine Kent's book. 


Dangerous Hlusions 


INCE it is the task of the pacifist move- 
ment to blaze trails and repudiate de- 
feat, how shall the individual peace. 
maker maintain that balanced judgment 
which will support him in working for such 
immediate political objectives as the inter- 
national settlement of refugees and pre- 
liminary steps toward a world peace con- 
ference? How is he to strengthen his 
resolution against scepticism and ridicule 
at home, and rebuffs and prov 
abroad? 

There are, I think, three “disciplines” which 
will help him to hold on to faith, hope, and 
charity. First, it is important to bear constantly 
in mind the diseoncerting family likeness be- 


strange lack of dignity in conquest; the dull, 
uncomplaining endurance of defeat appears 
more worthy of congratulation.” 

“October 8: Biebenheim, a village of 1,600 has 
two teachers, one Protestant. one R.C. One day 
some Frencn gendarmes came to the village inn 
and said, ‘Does Lehrer Hahn (the Protestant 
teacher) lead the gymnastic club in the village?’ 
The innkeeper said, ‘No. A few weeks later, 
‘Does Lehrer Hahn 
The answer again 
was 'No' Three weeks later a gendarme called 
on Hahn and told lim he must leave the house 


in 43-hour, and might only take with him a hand- | 


bag weighing 20 kilos. He was taken to the 
station and put down in unoccupied Germany; 
his wife and children left 3 days later, and they 
have all been away for 14 years Hahn was a 
quiet, inoffensive man who had neither done no- 
said anything against the French. No-one can 
understand his treatment. " 

There is, I believe, sufficient here to provoke 


Pro paganda Nonsense 


A SECOND discipline for pacifists is the 
recognition and distrust of propa- 
ganda, particularly the kind which endows 
individuals with diabolical ingenuity the 
moment that they acquire authority. 

Just now there are at least four propa- 
gandist theories circulating around the 
Munich settlement. 

_The most sensational represents the crisis as a 
gigantic hoax planned by Mr. Chamberlain and 
Herr Hitler to terrorize the British people into 
grateful acquiescence. I do not know who in- 
vented this story, but in view of its value to 
certain fire-eaters now Parading on the Left, 1 
can make a shrewd guess. 

Oa the surface it appears astute and worldly- 
wise, only an impartial examination reveals its 
naive idiocy, It is based upon the untenable 
theory that, so long as he deals with “our side, 
Mr. Chamberlain is a fiendish Machiavelli who 
skilfully manipulates everybody from President 
Roosevelt to bewildered borough councillors 
spending thousands of pounds upon sandbags. 
Immediately, however, Mr. Chamberlain enters 
Herr Hitler's presence, his guileful qualities 
automatically disappear and he becomes as a 
little child. 

We shall not be misled by such nonsense so 
long as we remember that the conscientious if 
uncertain struggle toward some ultimate good, 
characteristic of most obscure men and women, 
is unlikely suddenly to change its nature in the 
few who reach the high places of this world. The 


ocation | possession of political power invariably develops 


caution and restricts initiative owing to the 
inside knowledge and responsibility that it 
brings, but it does not spontaneously alter a 
man who has lived conscientiously for sixty years 
into a monster of unscrupulous ingenuity. 


the reflection that there are no guiltless nations. | 


Since propaganda can so ludicrously mis- 
represent our own leaders, we may safely assume 
that neither Hitler nor Mussolini nor even the 
pathological Dr. Goebbels actually resembles the 
demented paranoics of popular imagination. 
Once we can accept the fact of their normal if 
obdurate humanity, the often-repeated objection 
that “they ” will never negotiate loses much of its 
substance. 


Reaping the Harvest 


FN the third place, the ability to estimate 
propaganda will lead pacifists to suspect 
particularly those moral judgments which 
regard criticism of the British Empire as 
as sin against the Holy Ghest. 

I recently took part in a meeting of protest 
against the Jewish persecutions in Germany. 
Sympathy for the Jews was certainly not lacking, 
but the greatest vehemence of indignation was 
roused by a speaker who denounced the recent 
Nazi strictures on British politicians. 

Had anyone reminded the audience that for the 
past five years the British press and British plat- 
forms have resounded with similar criticisms of 
the fascist leaders, nine out of ten listeners would 
probably have contributed the habitual innocent 
response: “But they deserve it!” Only the 
tenth might perhaps have reflected that neither 
the Jameson raid nor British intervention in post- 
War Russia were better contributions to inter- 
national amity than repeated platform campaigns 
against Germany. 

If we sow animosity and bitterness, we cannot 
expect to reap justice and mercy. 


Hate Will Destroy Us 


IN this task of attempting to love our 

enemies, we can at least take heart, 
ironically enough, from the fact that hatred 
has produced its like. Since causes have 
so inevitably resulted in effects, there is at 
least a strong presupposition that other 
means will produce different ends. 

“God will not be mocked for ever—nor will 
man,” concluded last year’s Christmas editorial 
in the New York Times. “Ever the truth wil! 
force its way through the dust of battle. We are 
of one body and one ftesh—the hlack. the white 
and the yellow, whose prayers go up to one God 
under different names. It is our own flesh that 
is torn when the shell explodes, that is pierced 
by the thrusting bayonet. Our hate recoils upon 
us and destroys us. It is only our love that 
survives and is immortal.” 


| ONCE THE 


Commonsense :— 
1830 Years Ago 


A UTHORITY il] proves its force by 

insulting others, respect is ill 
gotten by terror, and affection is a 
far more potent influence in getting 
what you want than fear. 

For fear departs, when your back is 
turned, while affection remains; and 
just as fear turns to hate, affection 
turns to respect. 

You ought, then, again and again 
(for I will venture to repeat myself) 
to remember the significance of your 
position and to represent to yourself 
what an important task it isto govern 
free States. 

For what is more constitutiqnal 
than such government, what is more 
precious.than freedom? 

—Part of a letter written same 1830 

years ago, by Pliny to Maximus 
(letter 24, Book viii). 


Quakers Reaffirm 
Their Peace 


Testimony 


At the peak of the recent crisis a declara- 
tion was issued by South African Quakers 
reaffirming the ancient attitude of the 
Quaker faith on war. 

This has been closely followed by a 
similar reaffirmation by the Society of 
Friends of Great Britain which recently 
held a special week-end gathering at its 
headquarters in London to consider the 
Peace Testimony of the Society and its im- 
plications and interpretations today. 

The meetings were the biggest in the 
history of the Society in Great Britain. 
The attendances never fell below 1.200 and. 
during most sessions it was considerably 
more. 

In the final minute it was stated: 


“We have looked over the world and at home. 
and have seen everywhere the denial of those 
standards of human relationships which Jesus 
Christ showed to us. Some evils stand out 
clearly. some we knew that we ar2 only just 
beginning to recognize. God has met us here 
and in His presence we have re-affirmed the 
testimony of our Society against all war for 
whatsoever purpose and have determined to 
make that testimony our own today.” 


MOURNED A JEW 


| Congratulations to the “News Chronicle” (18.11.38), for its most apt 
| recalling of the murder of Dr, Rathenau, the Jewish Minister of 
| 


Foreign Affairs in Germany, sixteen years 
contrast between the mood then and now. 
word for word:— 


| 1922 


N June 24, 1922, Dr. Walther 
Raihenau, German Minister of 
Fureign Affairs, was assassinated while 
driving through Berlin on his way to 
| work. Dr. Rathenau was a Jew. His 
‘assailants were young Nationalists 
one of them was seventeen. 
What was the reaction of the German 
people? On the day of the murder—a 
pturday—great processions of work- 
men, hundreds of thousands strong and 
four abreast. marched solemnly and 
silently in mourning through tha streets 
of Berlin. At the funeral. on June 27, 
President Ebert said: “This atrocious 
crime has struck not only at Rathenau, 
the man, but at the whole German 
people.” The trade unions decreed a 
general holiday throughout the Reich 
| and mourners marched in perfect dis- 
Peipligé through every city in the land. 
| Over a million assembled in Berlin. 
| The last word on the human side of 
this tradgedy came from Rathenau's 
‘mother. She wrote this letter to the 
mother of Ernst Techow, one of the 
accused: 


“In my unspeakable grief I stretch out 
my hand to you, raost suffering of women. 
Tell your son that I forgive him in the name 
and spirit of the murdered man, as may 
God forgive him if before an earthly justice 
he makes a full and open confession and 
repents before the justice of Heaven. Had 


he known my son, the most noble that the 
earth has borne, he would sooner have 
turned the murderer's weapon on himself 
than on him. May these words give your 
soul peace. 


MATHILDE RATHENAU.” 


GERMANS 
| 
| 


ago, showing the stark 


a 
We reprint the article © 
N November 7, 1938, Herr Ernst; 


| 

vom Rath, Third Secretary at the 
German Embassy in Paris, was shot 
in his office. ~ His 
Herschel Grynszpar 
seventeen. 

Herr vom Rath died on November 9. 
That same day bands of Nazis carried | 
out an organized pogrom in the streets | 
of Berlin, burning, smashing and des- 
troving Jewish property and arresting 
and beating innocent Jews. | 

This uncivilized hooliganism was called 
by Dr. Goebbels, the Minister of Propa- | 
ganda, “the justified and comprehensive | 
indignation of the German people about | 
the cowardly Jewish murder.” 

The next day came the now notorious | 
anti-Jewish laws, the great fine of | 
£83,000,000 imposed upon the race in! 
Germany, the denial of amusement, edu- ; 
cation, even the right to buy food in 
shops. Arrests and imprisonment in } 
concentration camps continued by the} 
thousand. | 

At the funeral of Herr vom Rath 
yesterday, Herr von Bohle said: “The 
shots fired in Paris had only one target. 
That target is Germany.” Vom Rath 
was buried with ceremonial fitting for 
a king. But that does not close the 
incident. Here is the challenge issued | 
by the “Schwarze Korps,” the newspaper | 
of Hitler’s Black Guards: 

“We shall use our Jewish hostages in a 
systematic way, no matter how shocking 
some people find it. We shall use the prin- 
ciple proclaimed by the Jews—‘an eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth” But we 


shall take a thousand eyes for one eye, and 
a thousand teeth for one tooth.” 


assailant 
a Jew, 


was 
aged 
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The Editor’s 


Point of View 


Appeasement, Power and 


Democracy 


WITH most of Europe in a positive ferment of “ appeasement,” it would almost seem 
superfluous for the humble democrat to make any effort to urge the statesmen 


on in the paths of peace. 
“ appeasement.” 


Yet peace seems to recede with every new attempt at 
Can it be that there is something wrong with the appeasement ? 


Following closely the lines of the now classic example in “ appeasement ”—the 
Munich agreement—an agreement between those supposedly arch enemies, France 


and Germany, has been drawn up. 


But whereas Mr. CHAMBERLAIN and HERR HITLER were able to come to such an agree- 
ment and promptly put their hands to it, the Franco-German agreement can be drawn 
up by the Funrer and M. Coutonpre, the French Ambassador to Berlin, but awaits 


the magic of an unknown date for its signature. 


The date has so far depended first 


on the results of the visit of Mr. CHAMBERLAIN and Lorp Ha.irax to Paris and then on 


the outcome of M. Datapter’s trial of strength with the French strikers. 


But if we 


are to assume that they (and others) are sincere about the appeasement business, 
nothing the British Ministers did or said in Paris could have obstructed the spread 


of appeasement. 


On the other hand, HERR von RiBBENTROPP has been particularly anxious to sign 
the agreement with France since it was revealed, last weekend, that “ appeasement 
had broken out between Poland and the USSR. If the activities of British appeasers 


can mar, and those of Eastern European 
Franco-German appeasement, what are 


neighbours make imperative, the success of 
we to make of appeasement? Does this 


amazing sentence from The Times throw any light on it?— 


lt is pointed out that the improvement in Polish-Soviet relations may have been produced 
in the main by the unwillingness of Germany to understand fully the position of Poland during 


the settlement of the Czechoslovak frontiers. 


Germany’s attitude to the Polish-Hungarian desire for a common frontier (by the 
addition of Ruthenia, Czechoslovakia’s “ tail,” to Hungary) has provoked this new 


friendship between Poland and Russia. 
* 


* ok 


What were the results of the British Ministers’ visit to Paris upon which so great 
a measure of appeasement depended ? Admitted to be first in importance was a com- 
prehensive and detailed agreement on military measures to be taken jointly. The 
two countries have long been regarded as one from a military defence point of view, 
but the new idea appears to have been introduced into the discussions that this 


country, and not France, might be attacked. 


It is not clear whether by appeased 


Germany, appeased Italy, or whom, but neither of those countries seems to have 


regarded the military talks as a contribution to appeasement. 


And the mere fact that 


Germany’s colonial claims were last on the agenda and not considered of immediate 
moment has also dissatisfied Germany, though the British Ministers welcomed the 


pending Franco-German agreement. 


Italy—for appeasement with whom Mr. CHAMBERLAIN has paid much in trouble 
and even prestige at home—finds specific cause for dissatisfaction with the talks in 
that they produced agreement against the granting of belligerent rights to GENERAL 
Franco until conditions laid down by the Non-Intervention Committee are fulfilled. 


But no doubt Sicnor Musso.ini is already considering the prospects of a more 
appeasing appeasement when he meets Mr. CHAMBERLAIN next month. 


* 


ok * 


The facts speak eloquently of the nature and worth of the appeasement that is 


now all the rage (appropriate word !). 


Nor is it an accident that its progress has 


this week been held up by the situation in France. 


Writin_ before the final outcome of Wednesday’s events is known, there remains 


almost any possibility ranging from an 


establishment of a strongly left-wing Government. 


extension of DatapierR’s dictatorship to the 
In the latter event, it was thought 


in Berlin this week, Franco-German “appeasement” would be neither desired nor 
needed, since Italy “would keep a ‘Bolshevist’ France busily enough occupied to 
relieve Germany of all anxieties about possible French interference in Eastern 
European affairs.” Which flood of light shows up the whole appeasement business as 
nothing more nor less than a series of manceuvres for strategic power in Europe. 


And the alternative—a situation in France which will make Germany desire 


appeasement—is clearly no better. For 


it too will mean that sheer power has won 


the day—both internationally and within the affairs of a State. For France elected, 
through the democratic method as it is known today, a Government which has not 
expressed the will of the people. The power of finance has again proved the enemy 
of democracy. Similarly power politics is daily proving that there is need for an 
international democracy, which will secure for all freedom of expression, growth, and 
development—as true national democracy must provide for every individual. 


The way to that true democracy, whether national or international, is not easy. 
But it is as certain that the way of force is not the way as that some way must be 


tound if peace is to be made secure. 


In this connexion the statement, on Monday, by 


their secretary that “if necessary” the railway strikers will reply to measures of 
force “by the most formidable kind of force, that of passive resistance: they will 
remain deaf and dumb by their machines and at their posts, which they will not 


desert ” is of the greatest significance. 


Humphrey 8. Moore 
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The Czechoslovak 


Tragedy 


THE condition of the refugees in the 
Czechoslovak Republic verges on des- 
peration. 

The weather was already getting cold 
when I left, over a week ago. It will not 
be long before the snow comes. When it 
does, what further miseries will be the lot 
of these unfortunate people, totally desti- 
tute, most of them without warm clothing? 

What will happen in the “ camps” when 
the already precarious heating arrange- 
ments give out? Coal is now very scarce 
in the country. In one stove, which was 
the sole source of heat for about forty 
people, pine cones were being burnt. With 
the snow that source of fuel comes to an 
end. 

There is not even one blanket for each 
person. Families sleep huddled together 
on the floor. Their bedding is loose straw. 
In some cases that I saw it was the same 
straw that the soldiers used during the 
mobilization. It is now full of dust and 
the result is coughs and sore throats. 

The money allowed for food is adequate 
to satisfy hunger, provided the authorities 
see that the full amount is given and that 
the food bought is properly cooked. There 
are cases where either the village or the 
individual responsible resent the presence 
of the refugees, who suffer accordingly. 
There appeared to be no sugar in any form 
in the diet, nor is fruit provided. 

I saw four “camps” (billets is a more 
accurate term, I think). 

They varied in size, but all were over- 
crowded. Men, women and children slept 
together and lived day-in, day-out without 
any privacy whatever. Most of the floor 
space was taken up by the straw bedding. 

The washing arrangements were totally 
inadequate. In one case, a small enamel 
basin was shared by twenty people. 

The refugees I saw were fortunate in 
having a school teacher among their num- 
ber. He gave the children lessons in the 
morning and taught the adults English in 
the afternoon. 

I could not help wondering how an Eng- 
lish farm labourer, smallholder, factory 
worker, would have faced the task of learn- 
ing German. These people were tackling 
English as if it were the language of 
Heaven. 


provide the landing money which is usually £100. 
In most cases that landing money has only to be 
shown and can be retained by the refugee in 
order to give him a start in his new home. 

Thus, a liability shared by a group is reduced 
to £150 over 3 years, and the need in the last 
resort to find hospitality during that time, a 
contingency which is reduced to a minimum by 
the fact that the War Resisters’ International 
already has in hand many offers. 

Should the refugee be one of the few more 
fortunate who obtain permission to work in this 
country, the money banked on his behalf can be 
transferred by the group to another. 

Should £1 a week be too much for a group to 
shoulder, two or even three groups might join 
together in such an effort. 

The above proposition is recognized as 
not an easy one, but it is an opportunity for 
those of us in happier circumstances to 
stand by our less fortunate fellows. 


Guarantees should be sent to: 
RUNHAM BROWN. 
War Resisters’ International, 
11 Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex. 


Other Plans 


Many of us are feeling very acutely the 
miserable plight of Jewish and non-Aryan 
refugees, and yet it is almost impossible for us as 
individuals to help them on the terms laid down 
by the Government. Few of us are sure enough 
of our own future to be able to undertake the 
care of a refugee for life (if necessary). 


However, if I could get in touch with, say, a | 


dozen people of good will who, like myself, live 
in a small flat or even in one room, I would 
take a house large enough to house all these 
and out of the profit accruing from the rents 
paid (which would be similar to those already 
being paid) it might be possible to employ two 
or more refugees in looking after the establish- 
ment and possibly also to care for others as 
well. 

The idea, of course, needs careful working out, 
and I invite any who would help me, to carry 
this out to write to me about it. 

If the people joining together in this way each 
brought their own furniture, little or no expense 


need be incurred. 
DOROTHEA HARDING. 

98 Middle Lane, Hornsey, N.8. 

The leading article in last week's Peace News 
is headed “Provide Homes.” May I therefore 
bring to your notice and through you to that of 
your readers a venture which has started at 
Herne Hill? 

A group of people here determined to purchase, 
eauip and maintain a house which is to become 


by Mrs. E. Benjamin 


, 


They have turned heroically from theix 
past and much-loved country to face a new) 
and difficult start in an alien land with a? 
courage which is wholly admirable, and al 
pathetic belief in the great-heartedness off 
Britain, in spite of the fact that their con-| 
dition is the direct result of our action and 
could be immediately relieved if oun! 
Government chose to take adequate action’ 

The only solution for them is their prompt 
evacuation. 

Warm clothes, stout shoes, wool of all 
kinds for the women to knit, cigarettes 
(the men I saw were smoking dried leaves! 
from the autumn trees), sweets and syrup, 
&c., cases of oranges, jig-saw puzzles 
(really difficult ones) would help to make' 
their day-to-day existence easier, but are 
no real solution whatever. 

The reduced and impoverished Czecho« 
slovakian Republic cannot contemplate a 
German minority among her people. 

These people are morally our national 
responsibility. They have paid the price’ 
of our peace to the full, and their salvae' 
tion is not simply our duty but our most 
honourable privilege. by 

Clothes and blankets should be sent to, 
the British Red Cross Society, 12 Cleveland 
Terrace, Paddington. Please put name! 
and address of sender inside the parcel, and 
acknowledgment will then be sent. 


Anti-Jew Drive 
Is Unpopular 
In Italy 


HE Anti-Jew measures recently passed 

in Italy are proving unpopular with 
the people, says “The Times” correspon- 
dent (30.11.38). 

This has found significant and coura- 
geous expression in an article by Signor 
Ezio Garibaldi in his review, “Camicia 
Rossa.” 

Signor Garibaldi is a nephew of the 
famous General, and this condemnation, 
coming as it does from one who has such 
a high family tradition of patriotism, and 
who is a Fascist Deputy, cannot lightly 
be dismissed. 
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HOW TO GET THEM OUT 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the home of 10 or 12 refugee girls. A represene 
tative committee, on which are churchmen, none 
conformists, Jews, and pacifists has been 
appointed to manage the home, which will be 
ready before Christmas. 

The generosity of a few friends has enabled 2 
start to be made. We now need the cooperationt 
of many to provide the means of maintenance’ 
and we hope that pacifist groups will be among: 
the number of those who will support this! 
venture by arranging to collect from individual 


members even small sums, which, givent 
regularly, will help to produce an assured 
income. \ 


The second general meeting of the council will 
be held on December 5 at 8 p.m. in the Sunday, 
School of Herne Hill Congregational Church (by 
kind permission of the Church officers). To this 
meeting anyone interested will be welcomed. 

FLORENCE STORR. 
(Hon. Sec.. Herne Hill Hospitality Council). 

208 Herne Hill Road, London, S.E.24. 


GROWN UP? 


ASKING an audience recently not to 
believe a tithe of what they heard 

about the country not being prepared, Mr, 

Burgin, Minister of Transport, said: 

if they went into the difference between 

1914 and 1918 the activities in the first 

year of the War would appear the work 

of a little amateur band of boys com- 
pared with the greatest experts in the 
world. 

What will be said in another 24 years? 
time of our experts’ ability to smash 
civilization much more efficiently than the 
bungling amateurs of 24 years ago? 

Or are they so efficient that no-one will 
be left to say anything ? 


Patriot’s Logic 

“There was no war because ‘we’ 
were not ready "— 

Thus runs the notion scored in many 
a brain. 

So, now for bigger bombs their 
clamour’s steady 

Lest “ unprepared” they miss a war 


again. 
JOHN NIBB. 


STAGE “STARS” SUPPORT 


Dialogue on—| Backin 


Death 


In the House of Commons last 
week— 

Mr. V. Adams (Cons., Leeds W.) 
asked what action the Home Secretary 
proposed to take on the resolutions 
passed by the House last week in 
favour of the abolition of the death 
penalty. 

Mr. G. Lloyd (Parliamentary Under- 
secretary, Home Office) replied that 
legislation would be required, and it 
was not proposed to bring in this legis- 
lation. 

Sir T. Moore (Con., Ayr Burghs) 
said the resolution referred to was 
contrary to the views of the country. 

Mr. E. A. Radford (Con., Rusholme): 
“In the last few days two little girls, 
aged six and four, have been done to 
death. Should anything be done to 
encourage such crimes?” 

Mr. C, Stephen (Lab., Camlachie): 
“The death penalty was in operation 
when these things were happening.” 

Mr. Adams: “If the Home Office are 
going to abolish the cat, how is it that 
they can retain the rope?” 


Dean Inge recalls 


BRITISH 
ATROCITIES 


N°- -ONE would accuse Dean Inge of not 
being a “true-blue” patriot. 


Nevertheless, in an article in the Even- 
ing Standard last week, he produced evi- 
dence to show that Britain’s history con- 
tains atrocities which hardly qualify us to 
cast the first stone at modern sadists. 


“The slave trade,” he wrote, “is a ter- 
rible blot on our escutcheon. I will give 
two frightful instances, which show that 
not so long ago our humanity was only 
skin deep. My authority is George 
Bilainkin’s Front Page News, Once, 

“March 21, 1737. They write from Antigua 
of the 15th January, that they continued 
executing the negroes concerned in the plot 
to subvert the Government: 69 had been 
executed, of whom five were broken on the 
wheels. Six were hung in chains upon 
gibbets and starved to death, of whom one 
lived nine nights and eight days without any 
sustenance; their heads then cut off and bodies 
burnt; 58 were chained to stakes and burnt; 
above 130 remain in prison.” 


JUMPED OVERBOARD 

“June 14, 1737. St. Christopher's; ship, 
Prince of Orange of Bristol; captain, Japhat 
Bird. On the 14th of March we found a 
great deal of discontent among the men, 
which continued till the 16th. About five 
o'clock in the evening, to our great amazement 
above a hundred of the men slaves jumped 
overboard, and it was with great difficulty 
that we saved as many as we did. We lost 33, 
as good men slaves as we had on board, who 
would not endeavour to save themselves, but 
resolved to die and sunk directly down. Many 
more were taken up almost drowned, some 
of them died since, but not to the owner’s loss, 
they being sold before any discovery was 


made of the injury the salt water had done 
them,” 


“APE AND TIGER.’ 

“The ‘ape and tiger’ are not dead, even 
in our good- natured country,” commented 
Dean Inge. “and if we ever succeed in 
killing them in our hearts, we shall still 
have to deal with that more intractable 
animal, the donkey. 


“Meanwhile, a little more courtesy in 
criticizing our neighbours is desirable. We 
have the reputation of being censorious, 
and this both irritates other countries and 
makes them less willing to listen to us.” 


BIRMINGHAM _PACIFISTS' 
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 


DECEMBER 10 (Sat.) 


Vag 
SHAKESPEARE RQOMS 
174, EDMUND STREET 
MUSIC, GAMES, DANCING 


Make friends with fellow Pacifists from FoR, 
PPU, NMWM. 


Tickets I/-, includes refreshments 
Write SYDNEY CONBEER, 
$13, Summerfield Crescent, 
Birmingham, 16 


PEACE 


NEWS 


Churchmen 


POSTER PARADES 


FEATURE OF 
BIG DRIVE 


actresses are supporting the National 


L_sctess, stage and film actors and 
Petition “ for a new Peace Conference,” 


which is being organized by some 


national societies (including the Peace 


§ trom 
Writers and 


thirty 


Pledge Union) under the direction of the 


National Peace Council. 

Dame Sybil Thorndike, Peggy Ashcroft, 
Leslie Banks, Robert Donat, Edith Evans, 
Gwen Ffrangcon-Davies, John Gielgud, Sir 
Seymour Hicks, and Emlyn Williams are 
assisting an effort to secure the signatures 
of all the actors and actresses at present 
working on the London stage. 

Prominent writers and journalists are 
also helping the petition, and the original 
literary sponsors, including Laurence 
Binyon, Vera Brittain, Gerald Bullett, Sir 
Philip Gibbs, Ernest Raymond, and H. M. 
Tomlinson, have issued a special appeal for 
support to their fellow-writers. 


3,000,000 SIGNATURES SOUGHT 

The petition is commended to the Free 
Churches in a letter whose signatories in- 
clude the Rev. A. D. Belden, the Rev. Henry 
Carter, Dr. L. P. Jacks, the Rev. Benjamin 
Gregory, Wilfrid Littleboy, the Rev. Leyton 
Richards, the Rev. W. Lansdell Wardle, and 
the Rev. Leslie Weatherhead. 

The petition is being taken up enthusias- 
tically in all parts of the country, and forms 
allowing for 3,000,000 signatures have 
already been distributed. 


Send For Your Form 
Now ! 
AVE you signed the petition 


yet? And have you asked all 
your friends to sign? 


Forms are obtainable from: 


National Peace Council, 39 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1, or 


Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent 


Street, London, W.1. 


Many trade unions and political 
and religious organizations are sup- 
porting the petition. Is yours? 


Leaflets and posters have been specially 
prepared for use in connexion with the 
petition, and the following are available 
from the National Peace Council, 39 Vic- 
toria Street, S.W.1, or from the head- 
quarters of cooperating organizations. 


POSTER PARADES 

Special poster parades in connexion with 
the petition will leave Peace Pledge Union 
headquarters at 96 Regent Street, W.1, at 
the follawing dates and times: 

Tuesday, December 13, at 6.30 pm. and 8.15 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 20, at 5.30 p.m. and 8.15 p.m. 

Saturday, January 7, 1939, at 6.45 p.m. and 
8.45 p.m. ; . 

A parade will also start outside Friends 


House, Euston Road, N.W.1, on Sunday, 
December 11, at 6.45 p.m. 


“Peace News” 
; n Your 
Public Library ? 

Peace News is now displayed regularly in 
368 public libraries, reading rooms, &c. A 
year ago the number was 292, which gives 
an idea of the progress made. 

The latest additions to the list are 
Evesham and Oswestry. 

There must, however, still be many 
places where Peace News has not yet found 
its way into the public library. If yours is 
one of them, will you approach the local 
library committee and let us know the 
result? If you are successful you will be 
helping to increase the paper’s influence at 


a time when its message needs the widest 
possible circulation. 


SYBIL THORNDIKE 


SATURDAY’S BIG 
POSTER PARADE 


A RELAY poster parade from Edgware 
to Greenwich via Regent Street will 
take place tomorrow (Saturday). 

The route will follow the main Edgware 
Road to Marble Arch, thence to 96 Regent 
Street via Oxford Circus. 

The second half of the route is to 
Waterloo Bridge via Piccadilly Circus, 
Charing Cross Road and Strand. 

From Waterloo Bridge the route follows 
the No. 48 ’bus as far as Greenwich Road 
via Elephant and Castle and Old Kent 
Road. 

The parade will finish at Greenwich 
Station at 10.15 p.m. 

Volunteers for the first part of the 
journey should meet outside Edgware 
Station (L.N.E.R.) at 2.50 pm. The parade 
will start at 3 p.m. sharp. 


WHERE TO JOIN 


Volunteers joining en route should look 
out for the parade at the undermentioned 
points and times: 

Hendon Union Institution—3.20 p.m. 

Silk Bridge (Brent Reservoir)—4 p.m. 

North Circular Road—4.25 p.m. 

Brondesbury Station (L.M.S.)—5.10 p.m. 

Praed Street—6 p.m. 

The parade will arrive at 96 Regent 
Street at 6.45 p.m., where refreshments will 
be available, and depart at 7.30 p.m. 

Waterloo Station—8.15 p.m. 

Corner of New Kent Road and Old Kent 

Road—8.45 p.m. 

South Eastern Fever Hospital—9.25 p.m. 

New Cross Station—9.50 p.m. 

All sandwich boards and leaflets will be 
supplied from the PPU car. 
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PETITION 


Square Pegs In 
Round Holes 


A NATIONAL register, it seems, is sorely 

needed to prevent the authorities 
from repeating the stupid mistakes tnat 
were made during the Great War. 

Herbert Bland told in the Evening News 
last week of a man who was serving in 
France while troops in Salonika were cuf- 
fering from mosquito-borne malaria. He 
was highly trained and experienced in 
mosquito’ prevention and_ anti-malaria 
measures. 

“He applied for a transfer to Salonika 
where his knowledge would have been 
useful,” recorded Herbert Bland, “ but this 
was refused.” 

But—‘“the lieutenant of his company, 
who was a butcher in private life, applied 
for a transfer to Salonika and was sent 
there to assist in the prevention af 
malaria.” 


In another case the authorities did try 
to do better than that. They took a man 
out of the army for highly specialized ship- 
building work, for which he was fitted. 

While waiting for his papers to come 
through, however, they put him in a black- 
smith’s shop, with the result that “ this 
highly-trained engineer remained a black- 
smith’s striker till the end of the war.” 


* 

The French military authorities were 
apparently just as silly in this respect. Mr. 
Bland told of a young lawyer whose papers 
showed him as “ Qualified in the Code 
Tripier.” (This is a legal code named after 
its compiler, Louis Tripier.) 

Unfortunately, “tripier” also means 
“tripe-dresser,” and the lawyer was there- 
after employed in scraping tripe! 


Treat for East End 
Poor—Plea for 
Funds 


T this years Christmas party for un- 

employed famil.es from the East End 
of Loncon, the Good Companions, in con- 
junction with the City of London Group 
of the Peace Pledge Union, hope to enter- 
tain up to 150 guests. 

Last year there were forty, varying from 
three weeks to 63 years of age, practically 
all of whom had to be supplied with 
clothing before they could attend. Invita- 
tions are extended only to those to whom 
Christmas brings no gladness other than 
that which these two groups are able to 
offer. 

The party will be held on December 17 
in the East End Mission. 

An urgent appeal has been made for 
funds for the venture, and for gifts of food 
and clothes for the Tower Hill unem- 
ployed. Donations may be sent to The 
Organizers, City of London Group, Peace 
Pledge Union, 13 Paternoster Row, E.C.4. 


of 1914-1918. 


countries. It is, therefore, 


BOOKS 

THE LOST BRITISH POLICY. Britain and Spain 
since 1700. By Barbara Wertheim. With 
Introduction by Phillip Guedalle. Prica 3s. 6d. 
net (Edition nearly exhausted.) Also in paper 
covers, Is. net ; by post, Is. 3d. 

FRANCO'S RULE. A 

Documents and Evidence. 
by post, 3s. 9d. 


FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN SPAIN. Vol. 1.— 


collecticn of Facts, 
Price 3s. 4d. net; 


The full story in form of Documentation, 
Price 7s. 6d. net. 

PERIODICALS 

THE WAR IN SPAIN. A Weekly Summary. 
Price Id.; by post I3d. Subscriptions: 3 
months, 2s. 6d.: 6 months, §s. Including 
postage and Half-yearly Index. An indispens- 


able record. 


SPAIN AT WAR. A Monthly Illustrated Pocket 
Magazine, containing facts and _ pictures. 
Delightfully produced, concise and handy. 


UNITED 


1], GREAT TURNSTILE, HIGH 


eee a ey 


THE WAR IN SPAIN 


is an episode in modern European history which ranks in importance only after the Great War 
It affects directly or indirectly everybody in the democratic English-speaking 


imperative that the public should have accurate and up-to-date 
information about this struggle against inhumanity and brute force. 


in the publication of books, pamphlets, leaflets, posters, a weekly news summary and an illustrated 
pocket monthly magazine—all having as their object an exposition of the truth about Spain. 


Full list of pamphlets sent on request. 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS IN PREPARATION. 
Obtainable from Booksellers or Newsagents, 


EDITORIAL 


HOLborn 0045. 


United Editorial specialises 


Price 3d.; by 


Quarterly, Is: From Ist January, 
1939, title: VOICE OF SPAIN. 


| 
| 
post, 4d. | 
! 
PAMPHLETS 
1 WAS A FRANCO SOLDIER. By Seamas 


6 months, 2s. 


Subscriptions ; 


MacKee. Ex-member of O'Duffy's Irish Brigade 
in ‘' Nationalist Spain.’ trish initial letters and 


Price 3d.; by post 4d. 


THE ITALIAN AIR FORCE IN SPAIN. With 
40 pheleaianh» by italian Observers. 
éd.; by post 7d. 


SPAIN AGAINST THE INVADERS. 

1808—Hitler-Mussolini 1936. A 
sketch which draws parallels between 
present struggle and that of 1808-1813. 
Illustrations and maps. Price 3d. ; by post 4d. 


CHRISTIANITY AND SPAIN. By 
Brinton, with a preface by the Rev. Cancn 
Charles E. Raven, Regius Professo- of Divinity 
at Cambridge University. Price 6d. ; 


tailpieces. 
Price 


Napoleon 
historial 
the 


Henry 


by post 7d. 


or from :— 


LIMITED 


HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.I. 
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Some of the Week’s Books 


A Survey 


Civilization: 


Propaganda. By R. S. Lambert. Nelson 
Discussion Books, No. 13. Nelson. Js. 


Reviewed by Roy Walker 


[N writing a survey of propaganda which 

is not propaganda for propaganda, Mr. 
Lambert has done a rare and valuable 
thing. His careful balancing of the argu- 
ments for and against, and his choice of 
illustrative facts that seem to be genuinely 
representative help to make the book of 
much greater value than most cheap factual 
publications today. 

There are, just now, many series whose 
volumes are warranted to contain facts and 
nothing but facts. Very few of them dis- 
close all the facts, or even a truly represen- 
tative selection of those known to the 
authors. They are propagandist publica- 
tions specializing in an insidious form of 
falsification which is the more dangerous 
because it is more difficult to discredit than 
the crude falsehoods that passed for pro- 
paganda in the early years of the Great 
War. 

If anyone attempts to persuade you that 
all the available facts support his own par- 
ticular “ism” you can be sure he is deceiv- 
ing you. That he may be deceiving himself 
at the same time only goes to show that 
propaganda—of this sort—is one of those 
treacherous weapons that turns in the hand 
and eventually uses the user. 

Mr, Lambert’s survey covers a wide field. 
He writes of advertising, public relations, 
cultural propaganda, censorship, govern- 
ment propaganda, films, wireless and—how 
welcome!—antidotes to propaganda. 

In so far as his psychology is empirical it 
is good. The occasional theoretical refer- 
ences are less convincing. For instance, 
the term “herd-instinct” appears several 
times. Mr. Lambert may have some par- 
ticular theory in mind, but the general 
reader will remember that Professor Elliott 
Smith has pointed out the absence of 
evidence indicating that primitive man 
lived in herds, and will wonder if we were 
justified in speaking of anything more con- 
crete than, say “ gregarious behaviour.” 

The author hits out shrewdly at propa- 
gandist associations and the pacifist reader 
will do well to consider carefully his criti- 
cism of the Peace Ballot: 

The Peace Ballot of the League of Nations 
Union sought to extract from a democracy 
necessarily largely ignorant of the issues the 
affirmation of certain general principles and 
hypothetical lines of action, without regard to 
the particular circumstances under which they 
would have to be applied . Questions were 
framed which were essentially biassed, the 
issue being delusively simplified so as to rule 
out the kind of compromising qualifying 
answer which is usually the best wisdom in 
statecraft. 

Then, the questions having been framed, all 
the propagandist apparatus which had been 
employed for so many years to build up 
British good will toward the League of Nations 
was set going, with the object of creating a 
wave of sentiment in favour of answering the 
questions in the way the promoters desired. 

Those who saw through the ballot, like those 
who were unwilling to give simple answers to 
complex and tendent:ous questions, abstained 
from taking part 

The resulting figures of the voting were then 
trumpeted forth as a clear indication of British 
public opinion. .. Afterward, when the policy 
sponsored by the League of Nations Union had 
ignominiously failed. that bedy lost much of 
the influence it had gained in schools and 
among educated citizens—a heavy price to pay 
tor the propagandist blunder which it had 


perpetrated. ; 

« Propaganda,” Mr. Lambert maintains 
earlier—he is obviously thinking of the 
kind of thing described above—“ therefore 
exists because, and in so far as, individual 
minds are infirm or badly trained.” 

The sort of appeal made by most leaflets, 
posters and petitions, cxploits deliberately 
or unconsciously, these unfortunate short- 
comings. As such they seem to me to be 
utterly immoral and I should like to submit 
this consideration to the well-meaning 
people who tell me, from time to time, that 
we must put our constructive policy over 
to the masses in simple terms and striking 
slogans. 

Nor does the author fall into the old and 
particularly plausible rationalist fallacy 
that education—in the ordinary sense of the 
term—will mend matters: 

. in fact, education has not so far made 
people less susceptible to propaganda; on the 
contrary the coming of universal compulsory 
education has been accompanied by a great 
extension of the use and influence of 
propaganda. 

But his conclusion is not altogether pessi- 
mistic. He assures us, in the concluding 
chapter, that: 

you cannot persuade a people or an _ indi- 

vidual to beleve or to do something which is 


of Propaganda: Contemporary 


Capital, Confidence, and the Community. 
By Harold Bellman. Heffer, 3s. 6d. 


Reviewed by Margaret Pope 


JN this book Sir Harold is busied about 

many things, but one is left with the 
conviction that he has not chosen the better 
part. For though the author regards busi- 
ness more as a science than a field for com- 
petitive sambling. he accepts the existing 
relations between business and society 
without question. 

Of the Stock Exchange he admits that 

it is an arbitrary system (it a system at 

all) and cne does not overlook the possibility 

of abuse. Moreover, there is a considerable 

Left-wing political party, which urges a much 

more stringent measure of regimentation. Our 

present philosophy in this matter has stood 

us in good stead and many would regret a 

radical diversion from it. 

I do not doubt either of those concluding 
remarks, If the system of free enterprise 
has brought success to Sir Harold and many 
others, there is no reason on that ground 
for supposing that they should desire a 
“radical diversion ” from that system. 

Throughout this series of papers—six of 
which were delivered to American audi- 
ences—the author maintains this faith in 
things as they are. The world as he sees it 
is far from perfect and logical not at all, 
but that does not lead him to question the 
logic of the survival of capitalist society 
and all that that implies. 

Nor is his confidence in capital and the 
community shaken by the withering blasts 
of unemployment calculations: 16} percent 
of insured workers will be unemployed dur- 
ing the period of the next complete trade 
cycle. This means about 1,000,000 men are 
likely to be out or work for short periods 
due to friction in the labour market and 
seasonal fluctuations; in addition there will 
be some 500,000 subject to long-period un- 
employment due to structural changes, 
personal infirmities, and the like. “ Over 
and above this there is such cyclical unem- 
ployment as may result from depression.” 


—_— 


nother 


In My Time: an Observer's record of War | 
and Peace. Sisley Huddleston. Jonathan, 
Cape. 12s. 6d. 

AMONG the many books written in the 

last few years by journalists on inter- 
national affairs this work of Mr. Sisley 

Huddleston's should certainly occupy a 

place of honour. 

Certainiy Mr. Huddleston does not in- 
dulge in amusing or scandalous anecdotes 
about the lives of the great. much less does 


News-Hawk Looks 


he favour us with “sensational ” revelations, 


or thrill us with his knowledge of “ secret | 
plans”; but his book is a most interesting , 


and attractively written commentary on 


(Continued from col. 1) 
antipathetic to their very nature or to their 
moral sense. 

If Mr. Lambert is right we shall do no 
good by attempting to state a political pro- 
gramme or a foreign policy in words of one 
syllable. Even if it were honest to attempt 
to do so, which is extremely doubtful, there 
are already too many entrants for this in- 
sane competition to make the effort worth 
while. 

We may succeed by appealing to moral 
sense. And here, it seems to me, a simple 
appeal is legitimate. Perhaps the most 
glaring omission from the book under re- 
view is the absence of any discussion as to 
how and when such an appeal can effec- 
tively be made. 

It is not my business here to attempt to 
repair this omission. But I must say, 
briefly, that I am of opinion that the real 
and legitimate propaganda for, a great 
moral principle is the suffering that its 
followers will voluntarily endure. 

That they must undergo this suffering in 
times when the public can know, consider, 
and understand the motive’ of their action 
appears to me to be axiomatic. Surely the 


pacifist’s war-time is peace and for him to 
imagine that his war can be won without 
present hardship is idle illusion. 


Inon-pacifist friends. 
J 


A Business Man’s Defence of 
Capitalism 


The author quotes a Frenchman’s remark 
to the effect that all banking problems have 
a moral and a social side—a human aspect. 
No doubt. But still more urgent is the 
human aspect of unemployment. What is 
to be done about it? If we haven't the 
knowledge to give an answer, we can at 
least have the will to find one. We are not 
obliged to accept the inevitability of a 
residuum of unemployed in a modern com- 
munity. 

Sir Harold, however, is perturbed by two 
problems of the moment: rearmament and 
specialization. The first he regards as a 
deplorable necessity, and mentions the pos- 
sibilities of a rising price level, dislocating 
effects and a modern recession, “certainly 
not of the 1931-32 dimensions.” 

He has small regard for politics, which 
he appears to prefer kept as far from busi- 
ness as possible: but he admits: 


There can be no doubt that the most electri- 
fying tonic which world trade could receive 
would be an assurance of a world dedicated 
not to the means of self-destruction but to the 
pursuits of peace: for the victory of peace is 
economic progress. 


With regard to specialization, the author 
is in a quandary. To enable capitalist 
society to survive, there is a need for fully 
trained administrators; but business and 
finance are such complex spheres today that 
efficiency demands intensive specialization 
on the part of the business trainee. Sir 
Harold suggests various solutions: voca- 
tional psychology, guidance from em- 
ployers, cultural backgrounds (!), but he 
does not come to grips with the main issue 
—is the function itself of value to the com- 
munity, and is the individual provided with 
an outlet for self-expression by fulfilling 
this function? 

Before we decide the appropriate train- 
ing for business-men, we must decide what 
function business is to have in the life of 
the community. Otherwise we are in dan- 
ger of contracting the dispiriting disease of 
impersonal efficiency. 


Around 


public men and public affairs by a most 
eminent and far-sighted journalist of 25 
years experience. 

Mr. Huddleston is not one of that ever- 
growing body which simplifies the present 
world situation into a contest between our 
own, virtuous, democratic selves and wicked 
war-loving dictatorships. 

On the contrary, while in no wise palliat- 
ing the wrong-doings of the poorer Great 
Powers, he gives full emphasis to the injus- 
tices to which they were subjected in 1919 
and the succeeding years. He shows how 
the democratic Powers meant by the main- 
tenance of “peace ” nothing more than “ the 
dominance of the peace-loving nations, and 
the permanent suppression of the nations 
who dared to suppose they had grievances ” 
(page 287), a scheme wherein peace was 
virtually identified with the status quo of 
the post-War treaties and the dispossessed 
nations were left with no alternative but 
“ agpression ” to remedy the difficulties and 
injustices of their situation. 

Mr. Huddleston’s not infrequent com- 
ments on the press, coming from one with 
such experience, are clearly deserving of 
attention and are unfortunately of a nature 
to confirm one's worst suspicions. For 
example, on page 397:— 

The press (especially the old Liberal press) 
of the “democratic” countries was daily 
breathing vituperation, systematically circulat- 
ing lies, hysterically producing the war 
psychosis—the primitive and bestial passions 
of patriotic tom-tomism had broken loose in 
unexpected quarters, more ugly and venemous 
than ever, though disguised under frightful 
peace masks. 

Only once and then rather incidentally 
(page 51) does the author advise against all 
participation in any war of whatsoever sort 
—yet the 400 pages of Mr. Huddleston’s 
work all point so clearly in the direction of 
the pacifist conclusion as to make it a book 
which pacifists should most heartily recom- 
ment or give (Christmas is coming!) to their 


E. 0. G. 


A Journalist’s View of the World 


Civilization: The Next Step. C. Delisle 
Burns. Nicholson and Watson. 8. 6d. 


Reviewed by Geoffrey West 


ME- BURNS has written a perceptive and 

illuminating if rather too abstract 
study of what we mean by civilization and 
where it stands today. 


His book “ assumes the existence of new 
standards and attempts to show the kind of 
conduct which is required for the new con- 
ception of civilized life,” giving special 
attention to the fields of ethics, position of 
women,  child-education, class-conflicts, 
racialism, and to the question of peace. 


His general standpoint is best broadly de- 
scribed as “ liberal-socialists.” He desires 
“a community of equals,” and _ holds 
strongly and fundamentally that: 

all social structure is only a system for the 

development of the abilities of men, women 

and children; and therefore any social struc- 
ture should be changed, if the change will 
provide better outlets for these abilities. The 
moral ground for reform in politics or 
economic organization is the “value” or 
“ goodness” in the lives of ordinary folk. 


Abstract I have termed his treatment 
(tending to the discussion of principles in 
isolation from cases), yet his book has for 
its main merit, or at least one among its 
main merits, that it does constantly insist 
that every reform, every advance toward 
the achievement of authentic civilization, 
begins with the individual—with, to come 
down to the real fact, oneself: 


If anyone wants to reform the world, he 
must begin with an improvement of his own 
manners. Thus one of the objections to 
fascism and communism is the insolence and 
uncouthness of manners which seem to accom- 
pany the profession of either creed... 
Friendliness, on the other hand, is the basis 
of all civilized life—a friendliness which can 
subordinate to itself differences of sex, age, 
occupation or political and religious opinions. 
Such friendliness is the basis of good manners: 
and, in the increase of it, the step forward in 
civilization, must be made, not by Govern- 
ment or in high policy, but by ordinary men 
and women in their daily intercourse. 


If only because he so stresses this point 
as basic, his denial of it, or anyway retreat 
from it, when he comes to the cardinal and 
crucial matter of war and peace, is the more 
disappointing. He can admit frankly that 
“any war, even in a ‘just’ cause, is disas- 
trous,” and yet still declare three pages 
later that “if anyone has to fight, as the 
less of two evils—oppression or armed re- 
sistance to it—everyone should support 
him.” 


He specifically rejects the Peace Pledge 
Union (while allowing the “ vigour and in- 
telligence ” of many of its members) on the 
ground that “ mere pacifism is not practical 
politics.” and his best positive suggestion 
would seem to be one for the control of the 
industrial means of war (oils and metals) 
by the ~ peaceful” governments of the 
world, while relegating individual action to 
indirect methods of “ undermining nation- 
alism.” making friends with foreigners, and 
the like. 


I myself—and I believe also all other 
members of the PPU—entirely agree with 
his rejection of the negative view of peace 
as absence of war, and regard as fundamen- 
tal his conception of it as “ primarily a sys- 
tem of cooperation which establishes an 
atmosphere unsuitable for disputes and 
rivalries.” But in a world where all exist- 
ing governments are committed to policies 
of force and fear I confess that I find its 
attainment dubious until the individual—a 
sufficient number of individuals—shall take 
Mr. Burns's better rather than worse 
advice and remove offensive power from 
those governments by adopting policies of 
“friendliness” so uncompromising that 
they refuse to let loose the furies of modern 
war upon their friends in other lands. 


“Fear,” says Mr. Burns, “is the greatest 
obstacle in our way forward.” Arma- 
ments are prime creators of fear, certainly, 
but no more so than the attempt of certain 
governments to deny u:ms to others while 
keeping their own—which is what Mr. 
Burns’s proposal would almost certainly 
amount to today—and until such a time as 
the peoples of the varied countries have 
overcome their own fears sufficiently to 
take their stand on right (and the right of 
love rather than that of justice) and damn 
the consequences. But if Mr. Burns's half- 
step is not quite long enough, it is anyway 
in the right direction. 


. 


OT SS 88 OEE 


| ae 


‘S t wt paw AN 


December 2, 1938 


PEACE 


NEWS , 


9 


Speaking Personally 


We Need More Than 


“A Chan 


writing in this column, fastened on 

the problem of poverty in plenty as 
representing one of the larger lunacies of 
modern life. He described it as a moral 
defeat and held that there must therefore 
be a moral cause for it. 

I should like to take up this point of his, 
not with a view to challenging it, but with 
a view to supplementing it. Poverty in 
plenty may be a moral defeat, but it is also 
something more; it is a failure of social 
organization. 

This may sound a truism but it has the 
important consequence that if the defeat 
is to be turned into a victory what will be 
needed is not only a change of heart in 
individuals, but changes in the structure of 
society as well. 

The view I should like to develop in these 
two articles is briefly this. 

Society itself, its institutional forms and 
structure, is the large-scale moulding 
matrix which shapes the character and be- 
haviour of individuals. If, therefore, you 
want to change that character and that be- 
haviour with a view to constructing a 
stable system of peace, you must change 
the matrix first. 

In other words, there is little point in 
talking of a change of heart in individuals 
as being the means of bringing about 
desired changes of behaviour, so long as 
you assume that social organization may 
at the same time stay as it is. The simple 
reason for this is that the moulding matrix 
is all the while turning out unchanged 
hearts. 


| Pee HOUSMAN, when he was 


* 


'THE old antithesis between in- 

dividual and society is, I sug- 

gest, largely a false one. The concrete 

reality of human life is men in social rela- 
tions. 

The old individualism which as a reading 
of life seems so natural and even self- 
evident to ourselves, does not arise from 
something in the innate constitution of the 
human mind any more than it expresses (so 
I am suggestirg) the character of our real 
world. 

It means nothing to the simple societies 
of Africa or Melanesia; it meant little or 
nothing to English society in the Middle 
Ages; and with no uncertain voice it is 
disowned by the Russia and even the Ger- 
many of our own day. 

It is shot through with relativity in re- 
spect alike of time and place. It is peculiar 
in fact to a definite form of society—a 
society which can even abstract the in- 
dividual from his own labour power, a 
society wlose thought moves along the 
tram lines of-a Christian liberal ideology 
and whose institutional organization cor- 
responds with that ideology. 

The individualist outlook on the world is 
a signal example of an ideology failing to 
change and keep pace with changing con- 
ditions. Jt may have been appropriate 
enough in the youth and hey-day of a rising 
capitalism, when society was rather an 
aggregate of localized economic units than 
an economic whole. 

The radical economic integration of 
society has been the work of the Industrial 
Revolution, and now society is, in plain 
fact, and not in metaphor. a concrete whole, 
because production has become a function 
of the social organism as a whole. This 
being so, individualism in the old abstract 
sense, as an ideal for life, is a dream rather 
than a practical possibility. 


* 


[* the main we are unconscious of 
this because the lag of the old 
individualist ideology is still able to blind 
us to the facts; because what Jung calls the 
persona—that self we want and do our best 
to imagine ourselves to be, that mask into 
which we weave all manner of suggested 
things that we suppose the world to expect 
of us—is always thrusting down distasteful 
and disturbing perceptions out of our ego 
into the uncagnscious. 
This selected, abstracted imaginary self 


Says 


ce of Heart” 


Leonard Barnes 


may seek to present itself to itself and the 
world as a free individual, but the ego, our 
reality which is in direct contact with the 
reality outside us, is now social. 

In tke striking phrase of a famous 
sociologist, ‘“‘The human essence is not 
something abstract inhabiting the separate 
individual: in its concreteness it is the 
totality of social relations.” We are each 
merged with the social whole, each a focus 
of the interplay of social forces and of 
largely unconscious forces at that. 


* 


IF I may try to expose the bare 
skeleton of the position for 
which I am arguing, I would do it by means 


TA is the first of two articles by 
Leonard Barnes, well-known auth- 
ority on Empire problems, and thirteenth 
writer under the heading “ Speaking 
Personally.” 


Other contributors have included 


Vera Brittain, Wilfred Wellock, Laurence 
Housman, and Lord Ponsonby. 


The next writer in the series will be 
RONALD DUNCAN, 
who will deal with ' Slipshod Thinking.” 


of the following propositions: 

J. The differentia of man is that he pro- 
duces his own means of life. 

2. The actual nature of these means of 
life and in part, also, his actual methods of 
production, are governed by the natural 
resources available for his use. But with- 
in the limits so fixed, by producing his own 


At The Theatre 


means of life, he reproduces his own life 
itself. 

3. Such production is not merely the 
reproduction of the physical existence of 
individuals. It is also a particular way of 
expressing the life of these individuals. 
As individuals express their life so are 
they. What they are therefore coincides 
with their production—both with what 
they produce and how they produce it. 

4. Moreover, man does not engage in 
the activity of production singly, but 
always in cooperation with other men. 
Thus, what he is coincides with the entire 
complex of social relations which spring 
from such cooperative production. 

5. Social organization and_ political 
government incessantly arise out of the 
life process of definite individuals, but not 
from these individuals as they may appear 
in their own or in other’s idea of them. On 
the contrary, from themselves as they 
really are, that is to say, as they work and 
materially produce under specific and 
objective limitations, preconditions and 
conditions which are independent of their 
free will. 

6. The ideas which these individuals 
conceive are ideas concerning either their 
own make-up or their relation to nature or 
to one another. They are the conscious ex- 
pression (which may be either accurate or 
mistaken) of their real relations—their pro- 
duction, their traffic. their social and 
political behaviour. If such expression is 
illusory and out of correspondence with the 
real conditions, this again is an outcome of 
their: stunted methods of productive 
activity and the stunted social relations 
which derive therefrom. 


(To be continued.) 


A CHRISTMAS. 
APPEAL 


To the Editor, “Peace News” 


S Christmas draws near, we are all] over- 
whelmed with appeals for help, and 


yet I do not apologize for urging yet one 
more. 

If you will go in imagination to a 
wretched “hospital” (so called) in Vilna, 
you would find Jozef, who is dying of 
tuberculosis, and who writes that “as I 
must be lying in my bed, I cannot gain any 
farthing,” yet his poor destitute c’ ] mother 
has to pay for medicines for him and take 
him food to keep him alive. 


Jozef is there, because he has given his 
health and many years of his life, for the 
cause of peace; suffering imprisonment as 
a war resister rather than take part in pre- 
paring to kill his brother men. He is one 
of the 469 “soldiers of peace” who are im- 
prisoned in Europe today for their faith 
that war can be conquered by the indomi-' 
table courage of those who refuse to take 
part in it. 


Will you help the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national to bring a little happiness into 
their lives, and a sense that their lonely 
fate is not forgotten by peace-lovers in 
other countries? 


Our work grows every day with the in- 
creasing needs of war resisters and increas- 
ing persecution. Spanish children dr’v2n 
from their homes are cared for in a peace- 
ful French village, and food is being sent 
into Spain for those who cannot leave; 
German, Austrian, and Czech refugees are 
being helped to escape, and looked after; 
and finally one of our members is organ- 
izing a cooperative settlement for non- 
Aryan refugees in Colombia, South 
America, where it is hoped that many 
families may finally become self-supporting 
and happy in their freedom. 


Great sacrifices are made for war; we 
want to show that work for peace calls 
forth unfailing funds and friendship. and 
would beg your readers to come to our aid, 
so that we in our turn shall not fail those 
who so bitterly need it. 

A. RUTH FRY. 
Hon. Treasurer. 

War Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, 

Enfield, Middlesex. 


LEFT-WING FROLICS: LOYALTIES 


Babes in the Wood. Unity Theatre. 

All the world’s a stage, 

And all the men and women merely 

players. 

‘THIS indeed would be a true description 
* of the latest production of the Unity 
Theatre, for world-famed figures are pre- 
cipated on the stage to receive the censure 
of an audience with scant respect for social 
rank or conventional class distinctions. 

The Unity Players have ably main- 
tained in this performance their recently 
established traditions of 
vigour. 

It should be emphasized that this is not 
a play in the sense that it possesses a plot 
—it is in form a musical comedy, but in 
fact it is simply a collection of caustic 
“ skits” on contemporary political events, 
all impregnated with the common unifying 
theme of the subjugation and consequent 
misery of the many to produce the material 
wealth of the very few. 

The admiration of our ruling class for 
the methods of continental fascism was 
beautifully expressed by the superb satire 
of the <uartet, “ Members of the Aristoc- 
racy,” and again by the “Cliveden Set.” 
Whilst in strict antithesis there is the har- 
rowing scene of “ Love on the Dole.” How 
many thousands of young lovers are being 
prevented from marrying by the ruthless 
economy of the Unemployment Assistance 
Board? 


A STRONG TONIC 


It is regrettable that such a praiseworthy 
performance should come to grief on the 
submerged rock of international affairs. It 
must be admitted that the interpretation 
of the events of Munich occasioned me 
some moments of mental torture. How- 
ever, although it contains a large: number 
of inferences with which a pacifist cannot 
agree, with much of the sentiment ex- 
pressed in the play we can all endorse. 

A word of warning though—the play is 
by reason of its unrelenting sarcasm more 
likely to antagonize than attract the un- 
converted. But as a tonic for the con- 


vitality and_ 


vinced it should prove of unparalleled 
excellence. 

It should be mentioned that the produc- 
tion by Robert Mitchell was very credit- 
‘able; he also wrote the lyrics in conjunction 
; with Geoffrey Parsons. The music, for 
Peeves Berkely Fose was responsible, in- 
dicates that he would not be without 
possibilities as a popular dance tune 
composer. 


DEREK MAUNDER 


* 


"Two Views of Loyalty 
in Soviet Plays 


In the summer of 1937, the Moscow Art 
Theatre company visited Paris in con- 
nexion with the International Exhibition 
and presented, among other plays, one by 
Trenev called Lioubov Yarovaia. 


With this example of Soviet drama still in 
mind it has been of considerable interest to see 
the recent production in London of The White 
Guard, Rodney’ Ackland’s adaptation of 
Bulgakov’s The Days of the Turbins. 


Both plays deal with the post-revolutionary 
clash of “Whites” and Reds” in provincial 


on events, using characters as pawns to illustrate 
them, the second is primarily concerned with 
human beings as such, a part of and yet distinct 
from the political events which form their back- 
ground. 


Lioubov Yarovaia points the moral that nobody 
should consider himself or herself a good 
Bolshevik until loyalty to the party takes pre- 
eedence of all other loyalties, even, as in this 
case, of marital loyalty. 


UNBIASED VIEW 


_ Now itis not the ethics of a play but its artistic 
integrity which must concern the critic. Is the 
author true to his own view of life when he 
shows the love of husband and wife overborne 
by political considerations? Or is he seeing 
human nature with such an “ official” eye that 
its psychological proportions are distorted for the 
sake of partisan ideals? 


The virtues of The White Guard, on the other 
hand. are sufficiently indicated by the fact that 


Russia, but whereas the first places most stress | 


because its “ sympathy ” with the old régime was 
considered dangerous. But the author does not, 
in fact, show “sympathy ” so much as object:vity; 
his portraits of middle-class Russians are drawn, 
in all but one instance, without bias or prejudice. 


Unlike Lioubov Yarovaia, Bulgakov’s play 
shows the true artist’s realization that whether 
we are communists or fascists, nazis or pacifists, 
we are still human beings with a good dea! more 
in common than appearances sometimes indicate. 


W H. GELDER 


‘Peace News” 
Readers 
In Conference 


Circulation last week... 20,182 
12} 


THE experiment of inviting Peace News 
readers to an informal conference to 

discuss how to improve the paper and in- 
crease its influence has been fully justified. 

Nearly 150 readers, nearly all from Lon- 
don and the Home Counties, attended the 
first such conference in London on Sun- 
day. Among the immediate results was 
|the fact that each group represented has 
!been asked to appoint a Peace Nez.. secre- 
| tary, and that an area committee, composed 
of these secretaries, willl . set up to further 
the objects of the conference, 

But the conference was also valuable in 
that it enabled readers to discuss each 
, others’ suggestions, and enabled those re- 
sponsible for the paper to meet a represen- 
tative cross-section of its keenest suppor- 
ters. 

Before long it is hoped that similar con- 
ferences will be held in other areas. 


POSTERS 
Peace News sellers should note that blank 
posters. upon which they can stencil or 
draw their own contents bill) may be 
obtained from the Peace News office, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


he Soviet authorities banned it fer five years 
r since previous week. 


_—— 
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John Barcla i on 
THE MAN IN THE STREET 


THE task cf the pacifist is to convert “ the 

man in the street.” Has it ever occurred 
to you to ask yourself who this mythical 
figure is? He seems sch a stupid, un- 
reasonable individual, and never more than 
half-converted and worse even than the 
* yes-but.” j 

It appears that he is always reading the 
kind of paper that deals in cross-word 
puzzles—whose mind is never able to rise 
above football pools or society weddings; 
a man (or possibly woman) who has 
neither ideals nor aspirations, and yet who 
both supports war and wants peace as 
much as ourselves. 

{f only we could find some technique to 
touch him, some way of arousing his imagi- 
nation, he would be on our side and as his 
number is legion, he would decide the 
issue. 

During the last twelve months, [ have 
been making an exhaustive study of the 
creature, and I have been humbled to find 
that he in his turn has been saying much 
the same about me! For the bald truth is 
that to him, | am “the man in the street.” 
In other words, if we could have the faith 
to believe and the courage to act, he would 
follow us in our bid for freedom. 

We need imagination—creative imagina- 
tion—and the initiative is ours. It was 
during a journey to the North recently that 
I discovered a cheez!ng fact, which was 
that thousands of men are joining the Air 
Force merely to learn to fly and that they 
have little or no interest in the art of kill- 
ing 

My informant was an officer in the Air 
Force itself, and he gave me a shock when 
he talked as though his job in life \-as to 
convince me that the only hope of per- 
manent peaze lay in our abolishing the air- 
arm! 

Much of the opposition to pacifism comes 
from those who are already convinced that 
pacifism is the only way out, but who fear 
that those who advocate it are but “men 
in the street,” impractical well-wishers. We 
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are to blame for much of their attitude. 
To meet thir criticism it will be necessary 
to give them a lead along their own road. 

If as pacifists we consider ourselves 
superior in any way we fail to make con- 
tact. The only way is for us to own at once 
that “the man in the street” and ourself 
is one and the same, 


NATIONAL PETITION 

From all over the country comes the 
good news that the petition is being re- 
ceived with open arms, and “repeat” 
orders for forms are coming in. The best 
method of dealing with a small district is 
to get the cooperation of all peace bodies 
and form an ad. hoc. committee to make 
the arrangements. 

In larger towns, the same procedure is 
necessary but it is more ¢:fficult to make 
sure that the whole area is adequately 
covered. Two or three other suggestions 
which I put forward to be used where 
possible: 

1. Petition stalls in the market place 
(already tried with great success); 

2. Tables outside public places, Town 
Halls, &c.; 

3. Poster parades advertising the peti- 
tion (already being carried out in the 
West End of London;) 

4. Public meetings with >; broad u plat- 


form as possible to make known the impli- | 


cations of the petition. 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 


PEACE NEWS 


Less than u month to Christmas—do not | 


put off ordering your Christmas cards any 
longer. We have plenty of cards in stock 
and three designs to choose from: 
Arthur Wragg’s, 4d. each, 3s. a dozen. 
Eric Gill’s, 4d. each, 3s. a dozen. 
Audrey Hatfield’s (coloured). 2d. each, 
3s. two dozen. 


DICK SHEPPARD CENTRES 
More furniture is still required for Dick 
Sheppard Centres, rugs, carpets, chairs, 
and tables are especially wanted. 


On Tower Hill 


Mr, John Barclay will address the lunch-|//Under the Oak Tree 


% December 2, 1938 
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hour meeting to be held on Tower Hill on} {—-7 i! 


Wednesday. 

Organization of the meetings has been 
taken over by the City of London group of 
the Peace Pledge Union pending the re- 
covery of Dr. Donald Soper. 

The Rev, Alex Millar and Mr. Preston 
Benson have been among recent speakers to 
large crowds. Over three dozen copies of 
Peace News were sold at the last meeting. 
More sellers are sought. 

Forthcoming speakers include: 

Dec. 14. W. Briar and W. E. Twells. 
21. Nigel Spottiswoode and Andrew 
Stewart. 
28. Sybil Morrison and Stanley Keble. 
The meetings are held from 12.30 p.m. to 


2 p.m. 


Lewisham’s Printing Press 


particularly active since the crisis, has 
begun to print its own leaflets on a mem- 
ber’s printing press. 

A leaflet entilted “Democracy or War. . 
Which?” has just been issued; 1,500 copies will 
be distributed in the district by members of the 
group. The leaflet traces the growth of fascism 
and outlines methods by which it can be resisted. 


NATIONAL 
SERVICE 


will be the subject of a 
meeting of 
LONDON GROUP LEADERS 
to be he'd in the Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King’s Weigh 
House, W.1, on 
TUESDAY NEXT 
DECEMBER 6, at 7.45 p.m. 


In addition DAVID SPRECKLEY 
will speak on “What I have seen in 
Hong Kong.” 


Group News from the Four Corners 


DDRESSING a meeting of the Wolver- 
hampton group on November 21, Mr. 
Laurence Housman said that if the people 
of this country could only have the faith 
and wisdom to put down their arms and 
build up a League of Peace to relieve dis- 
tress in any part of the world, he believed 
the nation would be safe from invasion. 

in every kind of human society there must be 
a recognition of ‘he sacredness of human life, 
said the Archdeacon cf Stoke (the Ven. Percy 
Hartill). Where this principle was shaken and 
undermined the foundation of society became 
insecure War challengd the first great 
Christian principle. 

Members of the Wolverhampton group express 
thanks to members of Birmingham who visited 
Wolverhampton and gave a poster parade on 
the Saturday previous to the meeting 


Group Leaders Meet Sponsors 
PARTY at which South London group 
leaders met Sponsors of the Peace 
Pledge Union was held at Miss Vera Brit- 
tain’s home in Chelsea on Wednesday even- 
ing. 
j is hoped to hold a similar party for London 


and Home Counties group leaders north of the 
Thames in the New Year 


Hammersmith Group—New 


but Active 
THE Hammersmith group, which first met 
as a separate group last month, is 
meeting twice weekly during the early 
“growing” period. 

Signatories are being visited by active mem- 
bers. and a systematic distribution of leaflets 
has been started; it is hoped to follow up the 
latter with persona! calls on as many people as 
possible. 

Members joined others from Chiswick in the 
Picketing of an LNU meeting at the Chiswick 
Empire, at which Mr. Duff Cooper spoke. 


Muswell Hill Beats the Labour 


Party 
USWELL HILL members discovered the 
other day that they have more 
members than the local Labour Party. 

Since the opening of the group's winter 
season, a study group has been formed, which 
meets weekly. 

The Muswell Hill group is fortunate in 
securing publication in local papers of reports 
of its meetings. 

. 


Five Questions at Llanelly 
GPEAKING at Soar, Llianelly, last Sat- 

urday, on ‘“ Peace: The Individual’s 
Responsibility,” Mr. John Barclay propoun- 
ded five questions that should be answered 
before taking part in another war: 

1. Do you believe that you will win the 
aso Is the war for a principte you believe 
worth fighting for? 

3. fs it worth dying for that principle? 


4, is the principle worth killing for, worth 
murdering for? 

5. Having done so, are you certain that at 
the end of the war the principle for which 
you fought will have been realized? 

The Western Male Voice Party (conductor, 
Councillor W. E. Phillips) gave selections. The 
Rev. O. E. Owen presided. 


Cardiff’s “ At Home” 
LAY Artemus Jones addressed an “ At 
Home” organized by the Cardiff 
group recently. She said that the recent 
crisis had revealed a world-wide longing 
tor peace—for guarantee against the hor- 
rors of modern war. 

The League of Nations had failed to prevent 
war—probably because it had attempted to deal 
with the symptoms and not the cause of the 
disease. It should be clear now that you could 
never prevent war by going to war. 

The remedy lay with ordinary people. Peace 
must be maintained if the people refused to 
follow their leaders into war. 


Blackpool Cheers German Pacifist 
A PACKED audience in the Free Library 

Lecture Hall in Blackpool cheered Dr. 
Konrad Fels when he declared his pacifism 
at a public meeting held by the local group. 

The meeting was sympathetically commented 
on in the local press. 

The group’s next immediate task is the secur- 
ing of signatures for the National Petition. As 
a beginning, 15,000 PPU leaflets are to be 
distributed in an attempt to “cover” every 
house in Blackpool. 


Richmond’s Christmas Presents 
N Richmond members have caught the 
Christmas spirit already. 

It is being suggested that they should save a 
little of the money put aside for presents in 
order to help those in need—at home and in 
Spain, China, Germany, and Czechoslovakia. 


Birmingham Peace Shop 
A PEACE shop organized by the Har- 
#% borne and Queen’s Park (Birming- 
ham) groups combined, with valuable 
assistance from Quinton members, has just 
closed after three weeks. 

During that time thousands cf leaflets were 
given away; literature sold fairly well; but the 
new contacts made were the most encouraging 
feature. 


Newton Abbot’s Peace Centre 
THE official opening of the Dick Sheppard 
Peace Centre, 47 East Street, Newton 
Abbot, took place last week. The cere- 
mony was performed by Mrs. Bruce, foun- 
der of the Newton Abbot group. 

The centre will be used as ar office for the 
PPU District Executives and will be the focal 
point for all inquiries, communications, peace 
ventures and group discussions. 

Expenses will be met during the first twelve 


months by members’ subscriptions. Any friends 
in Devon who are prepared to subscribe should 
writ: to E. C. Maddax at the centre, or to the 
Rev. W. J. F. Huxtable, 15 Devon Square, 
Newton Abbot. 


Worksop’s First Public Meeting 


ALTHOUGH the Worksop Group has only 
been meeting for two months, it has 
just held a very successful public meeting. 
Over 250 people gathered in the Central Hall 
to hear Dr. Konrad Fels and Mr. A. W. Shar- 
man A local County Councillor was in the 
chair. It was the first public pacifist meeting 
held in Worksop. 
It is hoped to follow up the meeting by a 
house-to-house delivery of pamphlets and a 
peace shop 


Merthyr “ Breaks the Ice ” 


"THE recently-formed group at Merthyr 
* Tydfil has just held its first public 
meeting. 

Lady Artemus Jones addressed an audience 
of about a hundred people on “ Pacifism Today,” 
and stressed the futility of war and armaments. 
She was supported by Dr. Harold Thomas who 
showed how important the influence of women 
could be in the cause of peace. 


i] 4 
i WANTED — A ? 
ul ! 
| “TELON” 3 
(== By Theo Wills =<! 


Celia Olézaga is an elegant morsel but 
as lively as a cricket. The sardine-seller 
of Bilbao, one gathers, is a brazen-faced 
hussy. 

This, however, does not prevent Celia— 
or Celichu, to use the diminutive form of 
endearment—from singing the Sardine 
Seller’s Song with much sauce and sparkle. 
With her basket of fish on her head, 
“luciendo sus pantorillas” (“showing her 
calves”), and “sin que me oprima el 
corsé” (“unhampered by a corset”) she 


"THE Lewisham branch, which has become | haggles with women on invisible balconies 


and with a gesture of her small arm, con- 
jures a whole street into existence. 

Luis Rivera and Joaquin Ulés make as 
tough a pair of “ pintas” or rogues as ever 
were up to mischief. They slouch on to 
the stage. croaking away in a stream of 
patter punctuated by the mirth of the 
audience. One does not need to know 
Spanish to appreciate much of the drollery, 
and the English ear if it is quick can catch 
their quips from time to time. 


* 


... They are a couple of poor orphans 
—lost their mother through a “ colic of old 
dish-cloths "and they're in court for steal- 
ing two pigs, explaining to the judge with 
much circumstance and the aid of a map on 
the wall exactly how it all happened. 
*Two miles to the north, bear right for a 
mile, across those fields, and there...” 
“There what?” “ Well, just two pigs, you 
know. . .”. affably. 


* 


For Celia and these comics and the rest of 
our actors we have an excellent little theatre 
here, which requires. however. a few fittings. 
For instance, we could do weli with a “telon.” 

We have in large measure convinced the 
children that at a pinch good theatre is 
possible without a “tel6n"; that, for instance, 
Shakespeare worked without one. But this 
| does not prevent the “telén” frcem being a very 
useful adjunct. Nor does it prevent the 
children’s representatives from saying “Telén! 
Telon! Telon” to the warden from time to 
time at the house-meetings, just to remind him 
to do his best to get them a curtain for the stage, 
for that is what “telon” means. 

If any reader can help him out of this pre- 
dicament by giving material suitable for a stage 
opening 15 feet by 12 feet he will gladly provide 
a precise specification, and the donor will earn 
the enthusiastic appreciation of children and 
staff. 


* 


This series, “Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weckly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations. in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street, London. W.1. They will be 
nost gratefully acknowledged. 


Don't Forget 


the mass selling of “Peace News,” 
December 17. Volunteers still wanted. 
(See Notice Board.) 


The Notice Board 


Meetings 

King’s Lynn.—Ameeting Saturday at 7.30 p.m. 
in London Road South Methodist Church will 
discuss work of the newly-formed PPU group. 

West Norwood group meets cn second and 
fourth Tuesdays in Room 4, St. Luke’s Church 
Hall (near tram terminus). Study circle (to 
study Gregg’s The Power of Non-Vuvolence), 
meets in members’ houses in rctation~usually 
first and third Tuesdays 

Peckham.—Friends’ Meeting House, Highshore 
Road, every Wednesday at 8p.m. 

Poster Parades 

Bradford.—Volunteers wanted on December 
10 and subsequent weeks. Meet outside Brown 
ani Muffs (Tyrell Street entrance) at 2.15 p.m. 
Names and addresses to J. Ibson. Dale Garth, 
Daleside Road, Thornbury, Bradford 

Shepherds Bush Green.—Volunteers wanted 
for massed selling and literature distribution 
tomorrow. Meet outside Shepherds Bush CLR 
station from 6.30 p.m. 

Volunteers for parades in West End on Sunday 
evenings Mcet outside Friends House, Euston 
Road, 6.45 p.m 

Sneciat parades are to be held from head- 
quarters, 96 Regent Street, W.1, on Tuesdays, 
at 6.30 p.m and 8.15 p.m. and continuing until 
further notice. 

“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 


Liverpool.—Meet in Friends’ Institute, Isling- 
ton, Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m 

Cardiff.—Scllers are badly needed. Come 
and do your bit, not leave it to a few! 

West End of London. Mass selling from 
6 p.m. to midnight on December 17. All names 


to PPU. 96 Regent Street. London, W.1. 
Taunton.—Volunteers each week. Apply Mrs. 
K. Bryant, Leycroft Farm, Taunton. 


Miscellaneous 


Newport.—Will anyone interested in the PPU 
got into touch with Mr Miller, 243 Christchurch 
Road, Newport. 

Chiswick group is holding a “ Bring and Buy” 
Sale on December 10, at 34 Duke’s Avenue, be- 
tween 3.30 p.m. and 7 p.m., to raise funds for 
forthcoming public meeting. Please bring some- 
thing and come prepared to buy something Any 
contributions toward this meeting in cash should 
be sent to above address. 

Bayswater group will hold a jumble sale 
Saturday. Please send anything saleable to the 
Dick Sheppard Centre, 52 Queensway, London, 
W.2, or notify Elen Dighton if you wish to 
have your parcel collected. 

Will members in and around lfracombe 
please get into touch immediately with Mr. 
Wilkey, 3 Victoria Road, Ilfracombe, to discuss 
arrangements for meeting on December 4. 

What do you do with your old copies of Peace 
News? Miss Kathleen Hoskin, 2 Quintrel Road, 
Newquay, Cornwall, would be glad to give a 
list of names and addresses of people in 
Germany, Switzerland, France, and England 
who would welcome them to read. All inquiries 
should enclose a stamped envelope for reply. 

Sutton.—A permanent peace shop and pcace 
centre will be opened shortly at 122 Carshalton 
Road, Sutton. Surrey. Volunteers needed for 
duty during the day (10 am. to 12 pm, or 
12 noon to 2 p.m.). 


“ 
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December 2, 1938 


Diar , of the 
leek 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 

1. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 

2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary's address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Saturday, Dec. 3 | 
BIRMINGHAM; 3 p.m., Digheth Institute; war 
resistance conference; Reginald Reynolds, Mrs. 
Bedhall, and Councillor Bradbeer (chairman); 
ndmission 6d.; PPU, FoR, ILP, WIL, and Tascos 
Women’s Guilds. 

BRADFORD; 3.15 p.m., Holme Lane Congrega- 
tional School, Tong Street; conference on 
“The Only Way to Peace”; Rev. G. Lloyd 
Phelps and Rev. J. W. A. Singicton (chairman), 
FoR. 

BIDEFORD; 7.30 p.m.. Town Hall. 
Housman end Harold F. Bing: PPU. 
SOUTHAMPTON; 730 p.m. Woulston Methodist 
Church, Manor Road; film show of Kamerad- 
scha*t and shorts; Methodist Peace Fellowship. 


Sunday, Dee. 4 
WELLINGBOROUGA; 7.45 p.m., Palace Theatre; 
Marquis of Tavistock and John Hoyland on 
“Constructive Not Destructive Peace”; re- 
served seat, 6d.; PPU. 

ILFRACOMBE; & p.m.. New Cinema; Laurence 
fousman «und Harold F. Bing; PPU. 


Monday, Dec. 5 

WERNE HILL; 8 p.m. Baptist Church Hall 
(corner WinterbrooR Road); Rev. R. E. Burling- 
ham on “International Friendship through 
Churches ”; PPU. 

KOMFORD; 8 p.m.. Heath Park Road School; 
Vera Brittain, Canon Stuart Morris, and Coun- 
cor C. T. Twigger (chairman); PPU. 


Tuesday, Dec. 6 

KURNLEY; 7.45 p.m., Bethesda School; 
cussion on “ Pacifists Prepare”; PPU. 
ILONDON, W.1; 7.45 p.m. Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King’s Weigh House; “ National 

ervice ’: also David Spreckley on ‘“ What I have 
seen in Hong Kong”; London Group Leaders of 
the PPU. 
WINCHMORE HILL; 8.15 p.m., Friends’ Mect- 
ing House, Church Hill; Premyst Pitter on 
Czechoslovakia; FoR and PPU. 


Wednesday, Dec. 7 
CROYDON; 7.45 p.m., Friends’ Meeting House; 
Karlin Capper-Johnson on “The Problem of 
Central Europe’; in support of appeal for 
Czechoslovakian refugees by Women’s Inter- 
national League. 

BAYSWATER; 8 p.m., Dick Sheppard Centre, 
52 Queensway; Eberhard Arnold on “Com- 
munity in Action”; PPU. 

MANOR PARK; 8 p.m., 101 Greenhill Grove, 
Manor Park Broadway; discussion on the World 
Conference Petition Campaign; PPU. 


Thursday, Dec. 8 
LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m., 13 Paternoster Row, 
Rev. Phyllis Webber on “ Post-Crisis Pacifism ”; 
City PPU group. 
LONDON, W.1; 1.10 p.m., King’s Weigh House 
Church, Thomas Street; Mrs. Langley Moore. 
LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m., 13 Paternoster Row; 
Theodore Faithfull on “Psychology of Peace 
and War”; City PPU group. 
NEWTON ABBOT; 7.20 p.m., People’s Service 
Centre; group meeting; PPU. 
WHITEHAVEN, Cumberland; 7.30 p.m., Congre- 
gational Hall, Scotch Street; peace play: 
Symphony in Illusion, by James Wallace Bell; 
address by J. Rowntree Gillett; Y/PU and Society 
ot Friends. 
ABERDEEN; 8 p.m., Friends’ Mceting House, 
98 Crown Street; Woodcraft Folk’s Peace 
Policy"; speaker from Woodcraft Folk; PPU. 
LEICESTER; 8 p.m., Church Parlour, Bishop 
Street; Rev. Harold Hodgkins on “Christian 
Pacifism and Politics ”; PPU. 
WOOLWICH; 8 p.m. Old Town Hall, Calder- 
wood Street; Lord Arnold, Arthur Hewlett, 
Sybil Morrison, and John W. Grady (chairman); 


PPU. 

Friday, Dec. 9 
LONDON, N.W.1; Friends House, Euston Road; 
Peace Book Club reception and rally; 7 p.m., 
Informal reception by Patrons and committee; 
8 p.m., public meeting, Dr. A. Maude Royden, 
Dr C. E. M. Joad, and Vernon Bartlett; Peace 
Book Club. 
EVESHAM; 7.30 p.m., Friends’ Meeting House, 
Cool Street; Frank Parkin; PPU. 
SWINDON; 7.30 p.m., Central Eall; Dr. Herbert 
Gray; FoR. 
BAYSWATER; 8 pm. Dick Sheppard Centre, 
52 Queensway; Cecily Craver: on “Society and 
the Law-breaker.” 
HARROW; 8 p.m., Victoria Hall, Station Road; 
Herr Premysl Pitter; FoR. 
SPARKHILL; 8 p.m., St. John’s Church Hall, 
Ivor Road; film show of Kameradschaft and 
shorts; reserved seats, 6d. and Is. 3d.; tickets 
obtainable from Miss Nellie fuell, 3 Solihull 
Road, Sparkhill. 
LONDON, N.W.1; 8 p.m., Friends House, Euston 
Read; discussion on “The Task before the 
Peace Movement”; Dr. Edith Summerskill, and 
Professor C. E. M. Joad; Peace Book Club. 


Saturday, Dec. 10 
WINCHMORE HILL; 6.30 p.m., Friends’ Meeting 
Heuse, Church Hill; international Social; FoR. 
Tickets (1s.) from W. Hudson, 31 Hoodcote 
Gardens, London, N.21. 


Sat. & Sun., Dec. 10 & 11 
EDGWARE; Rowley’s Cate, Station Road; week- 
end_ conference; Barbara Wootton, Sonia 
Clements, and Andrew Stewart; PPU. Tickets 
(2s.)' from Joan Dempster, 60 Warwick Avenue, 


Laurence 


dis- 


. — 


Edgware. - 

Sunday, Dec. 11 
GLASGOW; 7 pm., Regal Picture House, 324 
Sauchiehall Street; Canon Stuart Morris; inter- 
national. film: Are We Civilized?; The Study 
Circle... 
BRIXHAM; 8 p.m., Town Hall; J N. Wales, Miss 
E. O.. Conbeer and A. Larkworthy; PPU. 


~ PEACE 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 
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(Newsagent’s name} 


Please deliver "PEACE NEWS" 


to me weekly. 


Name ., 


eee eee ee eer eer ee eer eri rrr 


Address 


cope moeareceescenseescvanesesesoseoe 


emcee oeee cere reccocessoeseoseseseee 


as from issue dated.........cccoccesscee 


Note to Newsagent :— 


"PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at 3 
N.4. 


Blackstock Road, London, 


Pacifism Growing in 


the Church 


Definite optimism was the prevailing | 
note of a public meeting organized by the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, in St. Pancras 
Town Hall, Euston Road, London, recently. 


The chairman, the Rev. T. B. Scrutton, 
pointed out that the ratio of clerical 
members in the Fellowship to lay members 
was one to three—a remarkable develop- 
ment. Pacifism was indeed making ver: 
rapid strides among the clergy in the 
Church of England. 


Canon Morris pointed out that the recent 
message of Church leaders had admitted 
a number of the points which pacifists had 
been pressing for years. 


Canon Raven showed how Anglican 
pacifists had long since ceased to be re- 
garded as heretics. Undoubtedly the tide 
was turning. 


The Archdeacon of Stoke showed clearly 
the utter incompatability of squaring up 
Christianity and war. 


Earlier in the day a lecture had been 
given by the Rev. T. Brock Richards. His 
main theme was a clear demonstration 
of the way in which pacifism was increas- 
ingly being recommended by leading 
Christian moral theologians and thinkers 
in this and other countries. 

At the annual meeting of the Anglican Pacifist 
Fellowship held on the same day, it was reported 
that membership had arisen to within a very few | 
of the thousand mark, in spite of much opposition 
and misrepresentation and the almost complete 


boycotting of the Fellowship in Anglican Reli- 
gious Press. 


The address of the secretary of the Fellowship 


is: Rev. R. H. Le Messurier, 47 Argyle Square. | 
London, W.C.1. 


NEWS 


| 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


I}d. per word, minimum 2s. 


Box Number 6d. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


BUILDING & DECORATING 


DECORATIONS AND ALL HOUSE REPAIRS. 
Plumbing, &c.—C. T. Coles, 45, Alma Avenue, 
Highams Park, E.4. Telephone: Larkswood 1904. 


CALENDARS 


HANGING CALENDARS for 1939 printed 
with your selected motto or text from 5s. per 
doz.; 12s. per 100. Sample set 2d.—Standard 
Press, Margate 


EDUCATIONAL 


GERMAN LESSONS or exchange conversation 
by Viennese Pacifist. Near Bethnal Green.—Box 
128, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, 
N.4. 


GERMAN PACIFISIY, expert linguist, living wm 
South Denmark near beautiful Flensburg Fjord, 
is willing to take students as boarders to learn 
German. Danish, Swedish, French or Italian 
Very reasonable terms. Facilities for regular 
German and Danish conversational practice in 


Coordination of Student 
Pacifists 


From Our Own Correspondent 

There are two main difficulties in the 
way of effective work for peace in the 
Cambridge University. In the first place, 
the members of the university are only up 
for 24 weeks in the year, for three terms 
of eight weeks each. It is hard to organize 
a floating population of this sort. 

A further consequence of the shortness 
of the terms is that life is very full and 
activities very numerous; only the keenest 
pacifists find time to give more than moral 
support to the work. This may be an ad- 
vantage in some ways, but it makes the job 
of the active few still harder. 

In spite of these difficulties, there is con- 
siderable sympathy with the pacifist point 
of view and the university contains several 
pacifist societies. 

An attempt is now being made to bring 
about a closer coordination between the 
town organization and the pacifists in the 
university. A committee hds been formed 


\for this purpose and it has been actively 


engaged this term in propaganda work 
among the freshmen. 

Hitherto the best use has not been made 
of opportunities. Energy has been to some 


extent lost by the lack of coordination be- 


' 
1 


| 


district For further particulars apely War 
Resisters’ International. il Aobey Road. Enteld. 
Middiesex. or direct to Dr. Arnold Kalisch. 
- Fredshjam,” Roenshovegd or Rinkenaes. 
Denmark : 


atmosphere of ordered [reedom ana progress 
Headmaster: H Lyn Harris. MA. LI BtCamb) 


t{LLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


a ae et 

{LLUMINATED ADDRESSES (framea or un- 
framed), albums scrolls, testimonials. rolls of 
honour, &c, from | guinea to 100 guineas; advice 
readily given dy our own artists. Battley Brotners. 
Ltd.. Commercial Artists and Photographers. 
Printers and Publishers, The Queensgate Press. 
Clapham Park, S W 4. Telephone: Macauls ' 3401. 


LECTURES 


THE FUTILITY AND SUICIDAL POLICY OF 
WAR; tne above address given by Captain 
Butcher, Royal Societies Club, St. James's St.. 
anytime. anywhere (20 miles radius) without fee 
or expenses. 


PERSONAL 


eT 
WILL SOMEONE OFFER GUARANTEE: for 

Jewish lady? Family will prov.de maintenance, 

—Children’s House, Eagling Road. Bow 


SITUATIONS 


Wanted 


Send offers to:—Haubenova 
Anna, Prague VII—1082, Czechoslovakia 


{POS eSO ee Sse eeeReReEeEsESEEE SHOES ESESSSESCES SSeS SEEEESSSSOET 


READERS 
are requested tc 
SUPPORT 
"Peace News" 
ADVERTISERS 


whenever possible 


TY PEWRITING 


TYPING FOR ~PEACE.” Jeans Lyping and 
Duplicating Otftice are waiting for any yobs you 
may have—large or small Speed, etticiency, and 
low charges. Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpvol Street, F.C.2. 


WHERE TU STAY 


! 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian food Re- 


tween the different bodies and as a result! form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For bappy holiday 


the attention of pacifists coming up to the or cestful recuperation. 


university has been directed elsewhere. 


ELUTE AEG Tiles 2] Sen THL] Ea il 


{ 


Increased accommoda- 
tion. Central heating throughout; b. and ec. water 


It is hoped to avoid this in the future. If /in all bedrooms. Central for conferences.—A. & 


,the present attempt to canalize the activi- 
ties of the different pacifist societies and; (L.MS.). 


to present a more vigorous statement of 
the pacifist case is successful, Cambridge 
should be able to make a valuable contri- 
bution to the cause of peace. 


CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR 
YOUNG AND OLD 


THE publication of New Valour, by Antoi- 

ette Devonshire (Peace Book Club, 
2s.) recalls World Without War (Dent. 
2s. 6d.), another book for young people 
which provides a simple introduction to the 
social and economic condition of the post- 
War world. 


Such books make suitable presents for 
the younger generation. For others, useful 
gifts are obtainable from the Peace 
Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, London, 
W.1. Besides books on pacifism there are 
special PPU  diaries—slightly smaller 
than last year—bound in green with a 
replica of the PPU badge in gold. 


Single copies will be sold-at 1s. 6d. post 
free, but groups. and other members if they 
wish, can obtain them at 15s. per dozen, 
post free. They cannot be supplied on sale 
or return, except with bookstall parcels for 
meetings. 


Then there are Christmas cards, three of 
which are being published, all newly de- 
signed for the PPU. One is an attractive 
card in colour by Audrey Wynne Hatfield, 
the other two, both in black and white, are 
by Eric Gill and Arthur Wragg. 


The coloured card will be sold at 2d. 
Orders of two dozen will be sent post free 
for 3s. 


The cards by Eric Gill and Arthur Wragg 
will be sold at 4d. Orders of a dozen will be 
sent post free for 3s. 


Envelopes will be supplied for all cards. 


A popular present in past years has Leen 
Peace News itself, 


A copy of the Christmas number can be 
sent with a greeting card (you send the 
latter to us and we forward it with the 
copy). Or you can make your friends a 
present of a quarter’s subscription (or 
longer) to the paper. We will enclose a 
greeting card with the first issue if you 
send it to us. 


All you have to do is to fill in the form 
below and send it to us with the money 
(and a greetings card, if desired). 


To the Publishers of "Peace News," 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


Please send “Peace News" to: 


eee ecsererearcevas de ecerevcrevesceeeseen 


for *3 months, 6 months, one year. 


(Signed) ..........eee 


Or ereveereseeesosee 


(Address) .........ceeeee ee: se 


for which I enclose * 2s. 9d., 5s. 6d., 
10s. 6d. 


* Please enclose the attached greet- 
ings card with the first copy you send. 


* Delete those which do not apply. 


| 
| 


| 
| 


K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near Matlock 
Telephone Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate 


DOWNTON, WILTSHIRE. The Misses Philpott, 
Country Guest House, The Borough. Downton, 
Wiltshire. A rcomy house on the banks of the 
River Avon, standing in a pleasant garden. 
Terms moderate. 


LLANFAIR TALHAIARN near Abergele, 
North Wales. in peaceful Elwy Valley. Spend 
Christmas at Glasfryn Guest House. Newly 
appointed. Usual festivities. Proprietress, Mrs 
Rodwell. 


Have You Any Toys For 
These Children ? 


will be held in the Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King’s Weigh House, Lon- 
don, next Saturday. 

Miss Ellen Dighton, who is responsible 
for the party, is hoping to receive new toys 
from members of the PPU to be given to 
each child as a personal gift and is anxious 
to have more than 200 such toys so that 
those children who cannot go to the party 
can also havea gift. 

Any prospective contributors are asked 


to make special note of the following points: 

1. Toys ta be in by December 7 if possible. 

2. Will groups arrange to send supplies of 
food (oranges, apples, bananas, nuts, &c.), and 
let Miss Dighton know the amount they could 
send? 

3. A few groups are asred to volunteer to 
guarantee the cost of 600 crackers, which Miss 
Dighton can obtain wholesale at (d. a dozen. 
This will allow three crackers per child. 
Write at once to Miss Dighton, 52a 

Queensway, London, W.2. 


* Underground ” Propaganda 
The London Passenger Transport Board 
has agreed to display a Peace Pledge 
Union Poster in Clapham Common Under- 
ground station. The cost will be Is. 6d. 
per week. 

Mr. John Barclay now suggests that 
every group, or combination of groups 
served by the Underground, should imme- 
diately arrange to be responsible for one 
station and begin at once. It would be 
advisable to change the poster frequently 
if the LPTB's permission can be obtained. 
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PEACE 


A Paetiist Commentary 


NEWS 


Palestine Conference Prospects : Moves 
to Muzzle the Press: Lesson 


of W. Lewisham 


HE daily press has been meticulously 

publishing reports from the German 

papers referring to the methods of the 
British troops in Palestine. 

No doubt it is calculated to blind the 
public to the truth, for they can hardly be 
expected to believe such statements when 
they come from the Nazi press. 

Nevertheless, those who have been to 
Palestine from this country know that there 
is a large amount of truth in these state- 
ments. 

Our statesmen and politicians seem to be 
having many of their remarks about Ger- 
many flung back at them in terms of Pales- 
tine, by Hitler’s spokesmen. 

It is to be hoped that the coming confer- 
ence in London will bring us nearer a solu- 
tion of the Palestine problem. In view of 
this conference, surely it is very unwise of 
the Jews to press for an increase of immi- 
gration; they must realize that such an in- 
crease will only incur further the wrath of 
the Arab people and impair the possibilities 
of a peaceful solution. 


“Order, Not Peace” 


Mr. MacDonald, Colonial Secretary, made 
an admission of the truth when he said that 
“British. troops could restore order, but 
they could not restore peace.” His whole 
speech was encouraging and he appears to 
be taking a very sane view of the whole 
problem, but he is not in a position that one 
would cnvy. with 18 years of muddling to 
clear up. The conference is very belated 
and we can share Mr. MacDonald’s appre- 


_ hensions as to the success of the talks be- 


tween the two peoples, for our policy has 
allowed bitterness and hatred to become 
very deep rooted and blinding. 

However, we can surely join with those 
who have wished success to the conference, 
and appeal to Arabs and Jews to be ready 
to make concessions so that they may bring 


_ peace and understanding to Palestine. Last 


but not least we must urge that our own 
Government give up its imperial policy and 
fascist methods. for only then can a real 
peace be established. 


Censorship Moves 


: [‘ a reply to Mr. Geoffrey Mander, MP, 


Sir John Simon frankly admitted in 
Parliament last week that, through the in- 
fluence of the American Ambassador, Para- 
mount News were persuaded by the Gov- 
ernment to make cuts in a news-reel fea- 
turing Mr. Wickham Steed and Mr. A. J. 
Cummings. 

The news-reel was being shown while 
Mr. Chamberlain was at Godesberg, and it 
was thought, said Sir John, “that it might 
have a prejudicial effect upon the negotia- 
tions.” He denied all knowledge of sup- 
pression of four March of Time films dur- 
ing’*the last six months. 

On another occasion the Premier denied 
that there had been any attempt, official or 
otherwise, to interfere with the freedom of 
the press. 

While the attitude of the Government is 
bad enough, it is even worse that the 
admission concerning the news reel has 
not provoked public opinion to a wide- 
spread spontaneous protest. 


Pressure on the Press 


The whole question of censorship is likely 
to be thrashed out in Parliament next week, 
on the initiative of Mr. Mander. 

Meanwhile it is worth recalling that not 
long after the crisis it was alleged in 
The Week—as well as in a more respon- 
sible publication, The New Statesman— 
that the Foreign Office had attempted to 
secure a change of policy on the part of the 
Daily Mirror. 

Whatever the truth in this particular 
allegation, there is no doubt that the news- 
papers during that period were not as free 
as they would have their readers believe. 
In his book, The Press (Penguin Special, 
6d.) Mr. Wickham Steed, a former editor of 
The Times, writes: 

“Though we are not yet ina state of war, and 
though every national and humanitarian interest 
demanded that British newspapers should assert 
their independence by giving full expression to 
the feelings of the public during the inter- 
national crisis, the great majority of our news- 
Papers toned down the news and withheld frank 
comment upon it. : 


“This they did partly in response to sugges- 
tions ‘confidentially’ made by some clandestine 
organization that represents, or pretends to 
represent, the views of official quarters. 

Mr. Wickham Steed justly condemns this 
as “impertinent meddiing with the free- 
dom of respo.isible journalism.” He quotes 
another instance where newspapers “ soft- 
pedalled” certain news because “certain 
large advertising agents had warned jour- 
nals for which they provide much revenue 
that advertisements would be withheld 
from them should they ‘ play up’ the inter- 
national crisis and cause an alarm which 
was ‘ bad for trade ’.” 

Those who disagree with every other 
political view held by such men as Mr. 
Mander and Mr. Wickham Steed will wel- 
come their attempt to drag these censorship 
moves into the full light of day. The par- 
ticular lesson which pacifists must drive 
home is that such moves are only to be ex- 
pected in a State engaged in preparation for 
“total” war, for war and liberty won’t mix. 


Fraudulent By-Elections 


"THOUGH the Government candidate was 
* successful in the West Lewisham by- 
election, the Conservative majority was re- 
duced from 12,370 to 5,648. 


PROVIDE SHELTER! 


By-elections are notoriously bad indica- 
tions of the state of public opinion in the 
country as a whole, but, taken in conjunc- 
tion with the Bridgwater result, that at 
West Lewisham reflects the anti-German 
tendency in public opinion consequent upon 
the Nazi anti-semitic outburst. 


But on the paramount issue of peace or 
war these by-elections are fraudulent, in 
that the official opposition candidate does 


not challenge the Government’s policy of | 


rearmament. Indeed, as The Times said 
last week of critics of the Premier, “ none 
of them will resist a definite determination 
on the part of the Government to make the 
country more secure and its manhood bet- 
ter organized to meet any future emer- 
gency.” 


Far from opposing rearmament, Labour 
speakers have blamed the Government for 
alleged inefficiency in its prosecution. 
Backed by an imagined “ righteous indigna- 
tion” against Nazi treatment of the Jews, 
this attitude offers no real lead toward 
peace. The campaign for a _Avorld 
peace conference. coupled with practical 
aid for refugees, is the best answer to such 
Left-wing war-mongering. 


Czech Social 


lk HE following manifesto has been issued by the Social Demo- 
cratic Party of the Czechoslovak Republic: 


The agreement which was signed at Munich 
has preserved the peace of Europe and saved the 
nations from unthinkable calamity and’ untold 
devastation, blood flowing in rivers, immeasur- 
able losses of national and private wealth. 


The Czechoslovak Republic has paid the price 
of this safety and part of the price has been 
the ceding’ of a large part of her territory and 
the rendering homeless of one-third of her 
population. They fought to the last moment for 
democracy, for the ideals which taney hold in 
common with the Anglo-American world. 


Since their Sudetenland has become part of 
the Third Reich, the German Social Democrats 
had no choice but to leave their country if they 
wished to save their family and themselves from 
prison and concentration camps. 

Great Britain ‘amediately realized that help 
was necessary for these refugees in the now 
reduced, and impoverished Czechoslovakia. This 
was recognized with gratitude by these innocent 
victims whose sacrifice has helped to preserve 
peace 


Money Not Enough 


The Lord Mayor’s fund and the appeal of the 
News Chronicle are evidence of it and were a 
fresh example of British sympathy and desire to 
relieve distress. The British, this time, have not 
just made a protest, they have given practical 
help. This help given to these thousands of brave 
people who have not flinched from the sacrifice 
called for by their ideals is now a fact of history, 
a fact which a happier time than ours will 
honour. 

But the plight of these unhappy people, men, 
women and children cannot be relieved solely or 
even mainly by money. Two practical actions 
are required immediately. 


In the first place, the people must be evacuated 
with the utmost speed and a provisional home 
found for them for a short period, and in the 
second, arrangements made for their distribution 
throughout the world. 

As they are hard working and intelligent 
people, many among them being skilled workers, 
they are doubly entitled to an assured future. 

The most urgent necessity is the provision of 
temporary quarters for these people outside 
Czechoslovakia perhaps until the Spring. 

Three thousand visas are required for the 
Sudeten Social Democrats. They are required 
only for a limited time and the money already 
collected 1s sufficient to meet expenses, including 
passages to Dominions and Colonies. 


Urgent Situations 


The collection has been the first step, the 
second should be the provision of temporary 
safety for these people. 

Great Britain, which acted so promptly and 
generously, will recognize the urgency of the 
situation, especially as the winter is coming on* 

Provide for the people who gave so much for 
the preservation of peace, a temporary home 
before the bitter cold comes! And let one thing 
be remembered: Do not, to all the other miseries 
Which the unfortunate refugee must suffer, add 
the parting of families. In all the misfortunes of 
this life, the support and comfort coming from 
family is one source of fortitude. 

We need visas for men, women and children, 
and for these I appeal to the British public. You 
have collected money—do what still remains, so 
that the rescue of these people may be fully 
achieved! 


* December 2, 1938 


THROW OPEN 
THE DOOR! 


| (Continued from page 1.) 
{would befriend them. 


4 To make a substantial State contri- 

* bution to the funds being raised for 
the conveyance to, and maintenance in, 
this country of refugees (whether as guests 
in private houses, as protégés in homes of 
their own, or as members of little com- 
munities), for the training of young people 
in useful occupations, and for the facilita- 
tion of emigration abroad. 


5 To encourage the Dominions, th 
* Colonies and other countries to 
absorb the maximum number. 


6 Above all, to assume full and imme- 

* diate voluntary responsibility, as the 
Government of a civilized people, for the 
salvation, at whatever cost, of the victims 
of the new barbarism. 


: ¥ 


t 
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'Possible Consequences 


IT is hardly to be expected that a pro- 
a gramme so sweeping as this will appeal 
to many who are now prominent in one or 
other of the refugee relief organizations. 

Lord Baldwin, Mr. N. M. Rothschild and 

{Lord Bearsted, for example, may well 
shudder at the cultural, economic and 
political revolution which would be 
necessitated and effected by the mass 
immigration of impoverished men, women 
and children, of all classes and opinions, 
from Central Europe. 

But it is a prospect at which no pacifist 
need blench. The price of human brother- 
hood, like the price of peace, is one which 
we must be prepared to pay if we 
genuinely seek it. There must be no 
burden too heavy for us to bear in making 


Democrats’ Plea | ovr contribution to the solution of this, 


/one of the most pressing problems of our 
time. 


Southern Command 
H.Q. Hears 


Pacifist Case 


From Our Own Correspondent 


BNTHUSIASTIC audiences greeted every 

one of the 16 speakers who took part 
in the seven days of meetings and services 
which comprised Salisbury Peace Week. 
The headquarters of the Southern Com- 
mand gave a splendid reception to the 
cause of pacifism, and no signs of hostility 
were seen in cither the questioners at the 
meetings or the visitors to the Peace Shop. 
Even the woman who wanted to know 
why “ you pacifists” were persecuting ‘the 
Jews in Germany seemed satisfied with 
the answer she received! 

Every one of the city’s 7,000 householders was 
circularized with details of the week’s pro- 
gramme and a pacifist leaflet, while throughout 
the week a Peace Shop was open for the sale of 
pacifist literature and the answering of questions. 
The programme included two large public meet- 
ings. two united peace services, a children’s 
service. a youth rally, and an informal] discussion 
meeting, as well as meetings in the neighbouring 
towns of Wilton, Warminster, and Mere. 
Speakers were also sent to the post-War Brother- 
hood and three women’s meetings. 


PACIFIST :-. CATHEDRAL 


Canon Stuart Morris spoke three times during 
a six-hour visit to the city, and was the preacher 
at the Cathedral. in wl.ich h2 delivered the most 
uncompromisinZly pacifst sermon ever heard in 
that building. 

The best audience of the week attended the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation meeting on Satur- 
day evening. when Reginald Sorensen, M.P.. the 
Rev. C. Paul Glidden, and Miss Ruth Fry spoke. 
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I ET us realize that there can be only 
™ three possible futures for these fellow 
men of ours, huddled as they are in the 
darkest corners of all the cities of middle 
Europe: to die what would be a merciful 
death; to rove the by-ways by stealth, 
desperate nomadic hordes preying on their 
fellows; or to recover their mental and 
physical health in some other land where 
their very privations would be an incen- 
tive to making the most of their new 
opportunities. 

Is the pacifist movement big enough to 
| take the lead in the drive for the realiza- 
tion of the only one of these alternatives 
that commends itself to our heads and to 
our _-earts? 


ANDREW STEWART 


Parliamentary 
Pacifist. Group 


Conference 


"THE Organizing Committee of the Par- 

liamentary Pacifist Group met at the 
House last week to receive a very favour- 
able report of the work already accom- 
plished in fourteen conventions and other 
meetings. 

They agreed on the need for the continuance 
of the work and for meeting, by some further 
development, the growing demand for greater 
influence within the political field of pacifist 
opinion. 

A conference of the bodies and persons who 
instituted the work of the Parliamentary Pacifist 
Group will be held at the House of Commons 
on December 20 to decide what further steps 
should be taken. 
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